STHELENA - POSTALHISTORY

A L S 5 u.?ﬂ- g, INTRODUCTION
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ey = _f"-‘-efi fgﬁ | St Helena is a small island situated in the .Sauth Atlantic
-—}__-t:gﬁ{% % | Ocean, more than 2000 km West of the African Mainland, . .
e %‘“ | and more than 3000 km from Cape Town. The island was discovered in 1502 by
- = A - | Portuguese navigator Joao da Nova. The Dutch made the first claim to the island in
—. T ui 1633, but the British East India Company were the first to establish a proper
=5 | settlement in 1659, The Dutch occupied the island in 1673, but British rule was soon
LEERPE re-established, and the island has remained under British rule up to the present day.
POSTAL HISTORY THE EXHIBIT - PLAN AND DETAILS

In 1661, Charles 11 granted the East India Company a charter to hold
St Helena, and the island was not returned to the British Crown until
1834. Early mail was carried to and from the island either by East
India Company ships, or by other passing ships. In the very early
years of the island's history, letters were left under large stones for
onward transmission by the next vessel to call at the island. Seven
such Post Office stones have been found on St Helena, and they are
dated between 1645 and 1676.

The first Post Office on St Helena was opened on 23 February 1815,
and with this the introduction of the first postmark, the ST HELENA
PACKET LETTER datestamp. A packet service was established
between Great Britain and the island on 11 July 1815, but this was
suspended on 12 July 1819.0n 17 October 1815, Napoleon Bonaparte
arrived to spend the rest of his life in exile on the island. The next six
years became very busy for St Helena, but after Napoleon died on 5
May 1821, life returned to a slower pace, and the postmark was taken
out of service and not replaced with a new one until 1855, The Post
Office was virtually closed and not officially re-opened until 1839.

A number of Forwarding Agents were active on the island, mostly
between 1830 and 1877, and mail handled by them was marked,
mostly in manuscript, but they also used a number of different
cachets, creating an interesting sideline of the postal history.

The first stamp, a single 6d., was issued on | January 1856, and it
was nol joined by any additional values until 1863, when 1d. and 4d.
stamps were issued. Except for the 1861 delivery of 6d. stamps. all
these carly stamps were imperforate. All Queen Victoria stamps
issued before 1890 were in fact 6d. stamps with the correct
denomination overprinted as required.

The postal rate for mail to Great Britain was 6d. per 3 ounce in 1856,
but this was increased to 1/-in 1863, Apart from a temporary reduction
to 6d. between July 1876 and March 1877, the rate was not reduced to
6d. until 1884, and there were no further reductions until 1896.
Anoval datestamp ST HELENA was introduced in 1855, and remained
in use until 1870. It can be found struck in red, black or blue. This was
replaced by a circular datestamp with ST HELENA in a straight line in
1870, and from 1897 regular circular datestamps were introduced.

St Helena did not join the UPU until the | October 1896, and postal
rates before that date were high compared to other Colonies.
Between 1900 and 1902, during the Boer War, St Helena had

prisoner-of-war camps which kept a total of almost 6000 prisoners,

but they were all taken off the island during the second half of 1902.
A number of different Camp- and Censor-markings were used.
Other interesting markings found on mail from St Helena include
the CASTLE handstamps used by the Government, the POST
OFFICE ST HELENA markings used on official Post Office mail,
OFFICIAL PAID markings also used by the Government, as well as
a number of different instructional cachets.

REFERENCES
Literature used includes “St Helena Postal History and Stamps™
(Hibbert, 1979), “St Helena, the Postal, Instructional and Censor
Markings 1815-2000" (Mabbett, 2002), and much personal research.

This exhibit is a very comprehensive study of the postal history of
St Helena, starting with the earliest known mail from the island, a
1677 letter from the Governor to the East India Company in
London, the earliest known postally handled letter sent from St
Helena in 1703, and other 18th and early 19th century mail. The
earliest (1816) and latest (1820) recorded examples of the ST
HELENA PACKET LETTER handstamp are shown, as well as a
comprehensive range of Forwarding Agents mail, including
examples of all the different cachets. The first use of the postage
stamps in 1856 is shown, and examples of many different postal
rates and destinations from the Queen Victoria period. The last
frames also contain a number of the interesting markings found on
mail from St Helena, as well as mail addressed to St Helena.

PRE-STAMP AND STAMPLESS MAIL (frames 1-3)
1677 the earliest known mail from St Helena, 1703 the earliest
known postally handled letter from St Helena, 1816 the earliest
and 1820 the latest recorded cxamples of the ST HELENA
PACKET LETTER handstamp, 1819 and 1860 Soldier's
Concessionary mail, 1855 the earliest and 1870 the latest
recorded examples of the oval ST HELENA datestamp,
accountancy markings, interesting destinations and rates.

FORWARDING AGENTS MAIL AND CACHETS (frames 4-3)
Examples of all the six different Forwarding Agents cachets: Boxed
5.50LOMON, SOLOMON MOSS GIDEON (two known), boxed
T BAKER (one known), circular T BAKER (one known),
GEORGE W KIMBALL, and boxed CARROL & KIMBALL (one
known), Examples of manuscript endorsements from all the
different known Forwarding Agents are also shown.

THE QUEEN VICTORIA PERIOD 1856-1903 (frames 6-8)
1856 cover showing early use of the first stamp, 1864 cover with
pair of the first stamp, 1863 cover to Canada with all the three
different imperforate stamps |d +4d.+6d., 1864 with 6d.+4d.
imperforate on the earliest known registered cover, 1869 and 1870
covers showing the first REGISTERED handstamp, 1868 covers
with the “2" accountancy markings, 1868 the only known example
of the ST HELENA three line marking, 1870 and 1875 Soldier’s
Concessionary mail, 1867 and 1869 covers with the 1s.5d. rate to
USA, 1867 and 1869 single and double rate covers to France, 1871
and 1881 covers showing the single 15.2d. and double 25.3d. foreign
rates, the rare 8d. foreign rate in use only between July 1876 and
March 1877, as well as other unusual rates and markings in use,
including registered mail, 1882 Swedish&Norwegian Consulate
handstamp, 1899 French Consular Agency handstamp, the Castle
and Official Paid markings including the earliest known Official
Paid cover 1878, the Post Office markings, a number of
instructional cachets including the Tax- markings, and inward mail.
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Captain Gregory Field was appointed Governor by the London Office of the East India Company on 19 December
1673, but he retired during the first half of 1678 and returned to England. Deputy Governor and Keeper of the
Stores during this period was Anthony Beale, who had been Governor before the Dutch occupation in early 1673.

in London - the earliest known letter from St Helena - marked
itmentions an Astronomer (Edmund Halley visited St Helenain 1677)

1677(c) Despatch from Governor Field to the East India
“The Govemor's Attestation to be presented to the Company™
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Very few letters are known from St Helena before 1815 and almost all of the ones recorded are privately carried
letters or despatches addressed to the East India House in London. Unlike ship letters, the letters addressed to the
East India House were not handled by the British Post Office and they were not subject to any postal charges.

1703 (13 August) Ship letter headed “Ship Anna at St Hellena” to London,
marked per “The Mary, Capt Ogle's Ship”, and with London Bishop Mark “OC.27"
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STHELENA - POSTAL HISTORY

Because there was no postal service on St Helena until 1815, mail was often carried privately to England by ship’s
captains or other people travelling there. Upon arrival in England these letters were handed over to the Post Office.

1790 (31 May) From St Helena to Dumfries, Scotland,
marked “per fav(our) Mr Maginnis Q.D.C."” and with London “28.JY.90" datestamp
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EARLY SHIP MAIL VIA THE UNITED STATES

In the early days there were few connections between St Helena and the outside world, so every opportunity
had to be taken with ships departing, even if they didn’t go in the same direction as the destination of the mail.

1794 (12 April) From St Helena to Dumfries, Scotland, marked “per Paquet Q.D.C.”, with LONDON SHIP LRE marking
and London “20.JU.94" datestamp, the letter sent by “an opportunity of an American Ship bound to Rhode Island™
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Rate: Charged “1/7" 1s.7d. (1s. packet rate from USA + 7d. inland rate from London to Dumfries)
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St Helena became an important port of call for ships bound from the Far East to Europe and although there was no
Post Office in St Helena until 1815, mail was left to be collected by ships going in the same direction as the letters.

1802 (21 December) One ounce ship letter to Rhode Island,
sent by a ship captain sailing from Muscat to England, with SHIP and BOSTON MS MR .23 markings in red
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Rate: Marked “10z”, charged “42” cents (2c¢, ship rate + 4x10c. quadruple inland rate from Boston to Providence)
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MAIL TO THE BATAVIAN REPUBLIC CAPE OF GOOD HOPE

By the Treaty of Amiens, the Cape of Good Hope was handed back to the Dutch on 20 February 1803, and the Batavian
Republic Administration brought back into use the VOC handstamps of the late Dutch East h;d:aCnmpany In 1806 the Cape
was once again occupied by the British. Very few examples of mail from St Helena to the Batavian Republic Cape are known.

1804 (4 January) From St Helena to “Mr Willem Houthuysen, Clockmaker in the Main Street in the middle House
of Nonje Smitts, Cape of Good Hope™, with “VOC 6St™ marking (Vereenigde Oos-Indische Compagnie 6 Stuivers)

Rate: Charged "VOC 6 St" (6 Stuiver payable by the addressee on mail to the Cape); 6 Stuivers equalled 6d. British Currency.
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EARLY SHIP MAIL

In 1796, a separate ship letter charge of 4d. was introduced in England on incoming ship letters.
In addition to this charge, the inland postal rate from the port of entry to the destination had to be paid.

1807 (25 April) Ship letter to London, with WEYMOUTH Slup Lre markmg and London JUL 1.1807 datestamp

Rate: Charged “1/1" Is.1d. (4d. ship rate + 9d. inland rate from Weymouth to London)
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EARLY LOCAL MAIL BETWEEN SHIPS AT ST HELENA

It was the custom for several ships of the East India Company to assemble at St Helena for both outward and homeward
journeys before sailing in convoy. H.C.S. (Honourable Company’s Ship) Earl Howe was of 876 tons and made eight such
voyages between 1794 and 1811. Written messages between ships at anchor at St Helena was forwarded by rowing boat.

1810 (12 May) From Dr Lamb of HCS Penang, St Helena, to Dr Robert Wilson, Surgeon, HCS Earl Howe, St Helena
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Rate: None, carried by rowing boat between the two ships.
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EARLY MAIL TO AND FROM INDIA

Early mail between St Helena and India is surprisingly scarce, considering that the East India Company was in command of
both India and St Helena for a long time, and many of the Company s officers must at times have been based in both places.

1813 (18 February) From St Helena to Chandernagore, Bengal, India,
with SHIP LETTER CALCUTTA Bg Ptg 4a NOV.7.1819 and “Inld Ptge 2, Ship Do. 2" markings
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ST HELENA - POSTALHISTORY

Early mail from St Helena is normally addressed to Great Britain, other destinations being very unusual. The reason
for this is, of course, that the island was in the hands of the British East India Company from 1661 until 1834.

1813 (3 April) From St Helena to Cape Town, marked “‘pr Bonnitta”, with SHIP LETTER CAPE OF GOOD HOPE marking

Rate: Charged
“4"d. (incoming
ship rate)

Rate: Marked
“Pd 1/3” (Paid

//_;:',",,' 5 : _ | 1s.3d. packet rate
Pl CAEPTEL T from Falmouth
' to USA);
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AL ey ot cents (6 cents
ship rate + 12}

L S orrereea ' cents inland rate)




STHELENA - POSTALHISTORY
THE FIRST POST OFFICE

The first Post Office on the Island of St Helena was established by Royal Proclamation of 20 February 1815, ,and
certain rates of Postage thereby appointed to be paid for Letters transmitted from, or brought to the said Island.
An Ordinance to the Laws relating to the Post Office at St Helena, referring to the establishment of the Post Office in 1815
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Although a mail packet service was established with the newly opened Post Office, the packet rates were very high and
ship mail continued to be the less expensive alternative, although the ship rate in England had increased to 8d. in 1815.

ISIS{ECMM)FWHMS Nmﬂunheﬂarﬂm&glarﬂ,mﬂhFALMOlﬂHSPﬂPmm 100°Clock DE 5.1815 markings

Rate: Charged “1/8”
1s5.8d. (8d. ship rate +
1/- inland rate from
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On [1 July 1815, the packet service between England and St Helena was introduced, and a fast and secure connection
was established. The packet rate for mail was very high though, 3s.6d. for a single letter, so it is understandable
that “Boot Leg” letters (carried by persons going near the destination and mailed there) became popular.

18]6(19 Apnl) “BOOtLeg" IettertoEng]and with PORTSMOUTH 20JU.1816 and 10 0’Clock JU.21.1816 datestamps
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ISI 6 (2’4 May) Packet lettcr to Scotland, with INDIA PACKET LETTER
_ LONDON 22JY.1816 and GLASGOW dat&s
1816 - Double
packet letfer to
Scotland, sent
before the Packet
Letter handstamp
was introduced

Rate: Charged “9/4”
0s.4d. (2x3s.6d.
double packet rate +
2x1s.2d. double
inland rate from
London to Ayr) +
Scottish toll “3d.”
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The first Post Office was opened on 23 February 1815 with William Brabazon as Postmaster. With the arrival of Napoleon in
October 1815 and hisentourage, plus the additional troops to guard him, the population of the island almost doubled overnight.
The first postmark of St Helena was introduced in August 1816 or earlier. Only 14 letters are known with this marking.

1816 (24 August) The earliest recorded example on packet letter to Scotland,
with INDIA PACKET LETTER LONDON 16.0C.1816 and GLASGOW datestamps

Rate: Charged “4/2” 4s.2d. (3s.6d. packet rate + 8d. inland rate from London to Wickham)

1 3 ”
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EARLY INLAND MAIL

A proper inland mail service was not established until 1965, but by the end of the 19th century it was
possible to send local mail although the sender had to leave his mail in the Post Office, and the addressee
had to collect it in the same place! Earlier local mail had to be hand carried by a messenger to the addressee.

1817 (14 March) Inland letter from Prospect Hall to Sir Thomas Reed (Adjutant to the Govemnor Sir Hudson Lowe), Jamestown
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Rate: None, carried by a
messenger to the
addressee in Jamestown.

1819 (27 August) Inland O
to Dr Verling, Napoleon’s doctor, Longwood
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Rate: None, carried by a
messenger to the
addressee in Longwood.
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SOLDIERS CONCESSIONARY MAIL

From time to time, many Soldiers were stationed throughout the British Empire including St Helena. The high rates
of postage were a real hardship to serving personnel and their families, and a concessionary rate of 1d. per letter was
introduced as early as 1795. This rate also applied to mail sent to the serving personnel. These rates had to be prepaid.

1819 (26 April) Concessionary letter from Scotland to St Helena, with PAID and INDIA PACKET LETTER LONDON datestamps
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SOLDIERS MAIL

Soldiers mail sent as ship mail was not forwarded at the concessionary rate, this only applied to packet mail. But when
there were few packets, letters to and from soldiers were sent as ship mail and charged the full inland and ship rate.

1819 (16 August) Paid ship letter from Scotland to Sergt Raysice, 66th Regt, St Helena, with PAID SHIPLETTER LONDON marking

Rate: Marked* P /117 (Paid 1s.11d)inred, ‘Half Packet Rate” (15 2d. Paisley to London+2s 7d. packet rate from London =35 9d.divided m half)

1820 (9 October) Paid ship letter from Ireland to Serpt Rayside, 66th Regt, St Helena, with POST PAID SHIP LONDON marking

Rate: Marked “P 3/8” (Paid 3s.8d.) in red " (9d. Cashel to Dublin + 2d. Dublin to Holyhead packet +
1s. Holyhead to London + “Half Packet Rate” from London to the East Indies 35.6d. divided in half = 1s.9d.)
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The Packet service was suspended on 12 July 1819 and the Post Office was virtually closed. Instead the India Letter system
was introduced for mail to and from St Helena but there were no changes to the Ship Letter system. With the Packet service
suspended, there was no longer a need for the Packet Letter handstamp and only one later example has been recorded.

1819 (2 April) The latest recorded example on a packet letter, to Scotland
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MAIL TO ST HELENA

After the Packet service had been suspended in 1819, the postal rates to St Helena were not clear. Some mail was sent
paying the India Letter rates, although this was never officially sanctioned, whereas others paid the “Half Packet” rates.

1826 (6 January) Liverpool to St Helena via Cape of Good Hope, with POST PAID SHIPLR LONDON marking
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Rate: Marked “1/1" 1s.1d.
inred (11d. Liverpool to London
+ 2d. India Letter rate)

Rate: Free, official mail.

Rate; Marked “Pd 1/7” (Paid
15.7d.) in red, “Half Packet Rate™
(7d. Launceston to Falmouth +
2s5.7d. packet rate from London

= 35.2d. divided in half)
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MAIL TO BATAVIA, DUTCH EAST INDIES

In 1619, the Dutch East India Company established itself in Batavia (now Jakarta, Indonesia), but it was taken over by the Dutch Govern-
mentin 1800. Since the Cape of Good Hope was in Dutch hands at times, links between St Helena and Batavia were alsoestablished.

1828 (23 April) “MISSENT” marking on letter from St Helena to Batavia
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“Boot Leg™ mail was letters carried privately (and at times secretly) by persons going to the country of destination,
and which was then mailed in that country. Huge savings on postage costs could be made by using this method.

1829 (6 June) “Boot Leg” letter from St Helena to England, posted in BATH AU .26.1829

Rate: Charged “4d.
(Bath to Clifton)

Rate: Charged “1/1”
Is.1d. (10d. London to
Weymouth + 3d.
Weymouth to Guernsey)
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Because of the influence from the East India Company, connections between St Helena, the Cape of Good Hope and
India remained strong for as long as the Company was in charge. St Helena was returned to the British Crown in 1834,

1831 (24 June) From St Helena to Cape Town, marked *‘Per Diamond”, with CAPE TOWN JY.26,1831 marking

Rate:
Charged
“8‘ !d.
(incoming
ship rate)

1835 (6 November) From St Helena to India, with CAPEOFGOODHOPEDE.17
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Rate: Charged
‘lA4H 4 annas
(2as ship rate +
2as inland rate)
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DOUBLE USED LETTERS

During periods of shortage of paper, entire letters or letter sheets were sometimes turned inside out and re-used.
If the original letter is still attached to the re-sent one, an interesting combination of markings and rates can be found.

1832 (20 April) Firstuse from St Helenato England, with SHIPLETTER crossed out and replaced with INDIA LETTER KINGSBRIDGE
1832 (1 June) Second use from WINDSOR to Peckham, Surrey
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Rate: Charged “1/3"
15.3d. (4d. India
Letter rate + 11d.
inland rate from
Kingsbridge to
Peckham)

Rate: Charged “6"d.
(inland rate from
Windsor to Peckham)
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SHIP MAIL TO THE UNITED STATES

Direct mail between St Helena and the United States was carried by private ships, in many cases whaling vessels
returning from the South Atlantic with whale oil, or small trading vessels returning from the Far East with cargo.

1832 (17 May) Ship letter to Maine, marked “per Bark Derby, Capt Cheeves”, with SALEM MS JUL. 1 datestamp

\ - 5

Rate: Charged
“12" cents (2c
ship rate + 10c
inland rate from §§
Salem to York)

Rate: Charged *“7” cents (2¢
ship rate + 5c inland rate from
Edgarton to Willseyville)
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THE 3D. ST HELENA POST OFFICE FEE
In 1815, when the Post Office was opened, a St Helena Post Office fee of 3d. on outgoing mail was introduced.

Exactly how and when this fee was charged is not known, but occasionally manuscript marks show the fee. A local Post
Office of some form was maintained after 1819, and it is possible that this fee was charged for the handling of mail.

1837 (25 September) “3”d. Post Office fee on ship letter to London, with PORTSMOUTH SHIP LETTER marking

Rate: Marked “3"'d. St Helena Post Office fee; charged “1/4” 1s.4d. (8d. ship rate + 8d. from Southampton to London)
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St Helena was an important transit port for mail from the Far East to the United States. Mail was forwarded
by ships or people going to St Helena, where it was collected by ships going towards the United States.

1837 (10 July) Sent en route between Batavia and Europe, to Medford, Mass, “favour by Mr Forrester, via St Helena™

Rate: None,
carried
privately

4

’

.

Rate: Charged !
“SHIP 6”cents .
(ship rate for ¢
delivery at port A

of arrival)
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Although the India Letter rates were never formally applied to mail from St Helena, letters charged these rates are not
infrequent. The reason for this was that mail from St Helena was mixed with mail from India and the Cape of Good Hope.

1837 (l? May) From St Helena to Lcn‘h wnth INDIA LETTER LIVERPOOL marking

Rate: Charged “1/3"
15.3d. (4d. India
Letter rate + 11d.

inland rate from
Liverpool to Leith)
1838 (12 December) From Cape Town to London,
4 ‘“g‘ \ “Per Minister Lass @ St Helena” ,
ﬁ N “ with DOVER INDIA LETTER marking
LV - i -
A )
¢! }& é /
; - i

3 © 11838 India
/ 2 Letter from
& -—-’/mt«—-{’;ﬁzf’ A AT —— (C Cape Town

T S ,a'?
. < - CEFEEE fo London,
: SEECh viaStHelera

M

i) Rate:

TPy W A | Charged

.. “1/"1s,
xl / 4. fraka
tier rate
)4_/}{{ 7. M{ _ J+8d.from

Dover to

o A — —= | London)
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Mail from St Helena was supposed to be charged the ship letter rates rather than the cheaper India Letter rates.
However, there was a confusion in the postal system, and letters were often incorrectly charged the India Letter rates.

1838 (1 February) From St Helena to London, with DARTMOUTH SHIP LETTER marking

b ot

Rate: Charged “3/2” 3s.2d.
(2x8d double ship rate +
2x11d. double inland rate
from Dartmouth to London) §

: . [ P
_//'/’/4-—‘-‘_ e .../.n‘g/:. /

g /’f'};r:?’,ﬁ/
o i oo O Q“f"""

Rate: Charged “87d. (ship rate)
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THE 3:D.ST HELENA POST OFFICE FEE

In 1839, when the Post Office was re-opened, the St Helena Post Office fee on outgoing mail was increased to 33d. Exactly
how and when this fee was charged is not known, but it is possible that this fee was charged for the handling of mail.

1840 (6 February) “35"d. Post Office fee on ship letter to London, with PORTSMOUTH SHIP LET TER marking

Rate: Marked “33"d. St Helena
Post Office fee; charged “8"d.
(8d. ship rate; no inland charge
from 10 January 1840)

Rate: Marked
“33"d. St Helena
Post Office fee and
St Helena prepaid

to England™;
charged “4/4” 4s 4d.
(2x8d. double ship
rate + 2x s. double
rate England to Canada
+ 1s. Canadian rate)




MAIL TO FRANCE

Mail to France could either be sent via England, or direct, as opportunities offered. The postal rates
were in many cases rather complex, being a combination of ship rates, British rates and French rates.

1843 (27 December) From St Helena to London, re-directed to France,
with DEAL SHIP LETTER and L.C.O. POSTAGE NOT PAID TO LONDON markings

3\ 1 > . . S

o ——— L — e -—-i.—;.h“

‘.

to England); charged

ey = SIUD ICETEE 1O L

1844 (8 June) From St Helena to Marseille, by ship direct to France
== _ T _—

Rate:
I Charged “11”
decimes (1Fr
10c) (French
ship rate +
inland rate)
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Shlppmg Agents in St Helena sent circulars to advertise the businesses and services they could offer to ships
arriving at the island. To save postage costs, these circulars were bulk posted to England, and mailed from there.

l%ﬁehuary)(?ircu]anentbySmﬂSdmmmﬂThmwsBaker to France poﬂedmLmdmw@H\ﬂ)Z?DEMdamnp

] -}
- m B
g 5
1844 - circular from St 3 2
Helena to France, & :
. } = ; i X
f'-""o. ' it i a_
B
3'.;,".__ 5 = E '.E"
x| Tcar
2
i 3 | = .g..
= 2 z !
Rate: Marked “10”d. in # A% N
red and PD (Paid to 5 | Big &
Destination) (10d. rate =) ol _E E
from England to France) s B8 =

Rate: 1d.
British inland
rate
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ORIGINAL AND DUPLICATE LETTERS

During the days of sailing ships, mail quite often did not arrive at its destination, but disappeared on the way,
either being shipwrecked, looted by pirates, or stolen in transit. Therefore it was normal for businesses
to send their correspondence in duplicates, using different ships for the original and the duplicate letters.

1845 (8 December) Original from St Helena to Calcutta, per “Rustonyio Corvasjie”, via US Commercial Agent, Mauritius,
with MAURITTUS POST OFFICE JA 24.1846 and CALCUTTA SHIP LETTER 14 .March 46 datestamps

Rate: Charged “4-6” 4 '
(2asslupmte+2asﬁpuuand’mte)

1845(8 December) Duphcate from St Helena to Calcutta, per “Nankin”,
~ 3 viaUS Commercial Agent, Mauritius, with MAURITIUS POST OFFICE
JA.20.1846 and CALCUTTA SHIP LETTER 4.April 46 datestamps

Rate: Charged “4-6" 4as andples
(2as ship rate + 2as 6p inl
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MAIL FROM ENGLAND TO ST HELENA

A new Packet service to St Helena was introduced in August 1848 at the rate of 1s. per half ounce. But it was
still possible to send letters as ship mail and the rate for this was 8d. per half ounce until 1854, and 6d. thereafter.

1852(30 July) Paid letter from Bath to St Helena via Ascension, marked “By Extra Mail
to Cape or other Ship” and “Recd Sept 14th 52 pr HMS Bloodhound from Ascension™

-

Rate: Marked “1/-" 1s. in red
(packet rate to St Helena)

1851 (5 April) Gosport to St Helena
“per Scritian”, carried privately

J erdtlns

g W ./AA;’, 27. /557, ' &

G ey S, E
o

—f;/w; .g,df @
A

# Rate: Marked “8"d. in red
~J| (ship rate to St Helena tempo-

April and October 1854 because
there were no packets)
and “3"d. (St Helena’s share)
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In 1854 a request was made by the St Helena Postmaster, J McDaniel, that he be supplied with sixpenny
postage stamps and a steel shifting stamp. The steel shifting stamp referred to was the oval datestamp which
was introduced in 1855. From 1855 to 1862, and also from 1868 to 1870 impression are mostly in red.

1855 (29 March) The earl London

iest known example, on paid ship letter to France, via

- - . — i— b i Mg ¥ T
P = = -

Rate: Marked “1s/1d™ in
red (1s.4d. rate to France
for 3oz; 1s.1d. credited to
England + 3d. St Helena's
share of the ship rate)

1 January) Unpaid letter to Germany, via Londo

Rate: Charged “1/5”
(1s.5d. rate to Germany,

converted to 145Gr
+ 2Sgr for local delivery)
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Between 1864 and 1868 most impressions of this datestamp are in blue, but there seems to be no
logical explanation for this colour; both paid and unpaid mail is known with blue impressions.

1864 (29 September) Paid packet letter to Cadiz, Spain, via London

Rate: Marked “1/4™ (1s.4d.) in red (packet rate to Spain); charged *“2"cuartos for local delivery.

1866 (7 March) Unpaid packet letter to England

Rate: Charged “2/-" 2s. (double 1s. packet rate charged on unpaid mail. Prepayment was compulsory from 1858)
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Between 1863 and 1864, but also later, examples of this handstamp are found in black. It is possible that the idea behind
black impressions was that they should be used on unpaid mail, but red examples are also found on unpaid mail.

1868 (31 July) Unpaid ship letter to England

Rate: Charged “8"d. (double 4d. ship rate charged on unpaid mail. Prepayment was compulsory from 1858)
1868 - unpaid ship letter to London

1870 (10 September) The latest known example, on unpaid cover to France, via London

Rate: Charged “10” decimes (1Fr) = 10d. (8d. rate to France + 2 decimes French fine for non-prepayment)




The first Anglo-French Postal Convention came into use in 1843, and was followed by many more. The “COLONIES
ART” handstamps showed in which column (“Article”) unpaid letters should be entered on the Way Bill. This in tumn
determined the charge for the mail. The “GB” + different amounts handstamps showed the bulk rate per 30 grams of mail.

1856 (17 April) “COLONIES ART-18" on unpaid ship letter to France, via London

Rate: First charged “6"d. and marked “3” d. (6d. ship rate to England; St Helena's share 3d.);
charged “15” decimes (1Fr 50c) (the total British and French charges)
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The “GB” + different amounts handstamps showed the bulk rate per 30 grams of unpaid mail, according
to the Anglo French Postal Conventions. All these markings are very scarce on mail from St Helena.

1858 (27 May) “GB 2F__" on unpaid packet letter to France, via London

Rate: Charged “10"d.
(= 10 decimes) and
marked “1" d. (10d.

packet rate to France;

St Helena's share 1d.)

1858 (28 April) “GB 2F 87C 5/10” on unpaid letter to France, via London

“12"decimes (= 1Fr 20c) (rate to France)

" on unpaid e N na Lo &
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MAIL TO SPAIN

Mail to Spain could either be sent all the way through the postal system via England, or by
using a Forwarding Agent in London, who would hand over the mail to the Post Office there.
1853 (23 November) From St Helena to Spain, marked “Care of Messrs D Dunbar & Sons, Limehouse, London™

Vet

Rate: Marked!

“Pd 1s/3d” §
(Paid 1s3d.) B
in red (rate forf}
30z to Spain ||

via France)

oL, 27 L

-

s

. " .
e — el . — W = e ——————

packet letter from St Helena to Spain, via London

7o Ak o

Rate: Marked
“10"d. in red
1 (11d. rate to Spain;
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MAIL TO THE NETHERLANDS

Mail to the Netherlands was rather straight forward, but there were options of sending it as packet mail or ship
mail, and whether sending it prepaid or unpaid, part of or all the way. As expected, different rates were also in use.

1857 (14 July) Unpaid ship letter to Amsterdam by U.S. Packet, via Plymouth and London

Rate: Charged “10™d. and marked “3"d. (10d. rate to Holland; St Helena’s share 3d.);
charged “70"cents (10d. = 50cents + 20cents for local delivery)

1857 - unpaid ship letter to the Netherlands. by U.S. Packet

1862 (30 July) Paid ship letter to Amsterdam, via London, not carried by Royal Mail Steamer

Rate: Marked “8"d.
in red (11d. rate to
Holland; 6d. ship

rate to England + 5d.

GPO rate to Holland;

8d. credited to
England + 3d. St
Helena's share);
charged “20”cents
for local delivery.
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COMPULSORY PREPAYMENT OF POSTAGE
Compulsory prepayment of postage between Great Britain and St Helena (and vice versa) was introduced on 1 October 1858.

1858 (10 September) British Post Office Notice regarding Compulsory Prepayment

No. 37, 1858.

COMPULSORY PREPAYMENT - OF
POSTAGE ON LETTERS FOR
BARBADOES, TRINIDAD, AND
ST. HELENA.

Ox the Ist October next, and thenceforward, the com-
pulsory prepayment of postage will be extended to all letters

addressed to

BARBADOES,
TRINIDAD, and
ST. HELENA.

The postage also alf' letters posted in those Colonies,

addressed to the United Kingdom, will be required to be

prepaid by the senders.

ROWLAND HILL,
Sedrﬂm:

GeENERAL Pogr OpricE,
10th September, 1858,
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1858-59 STAMPS UNAVAILABLE

During the second half of 1858 until the first quarter of 1859 there were no stamps available in St
Helena. Therefore paid mail from this period does not bear any stamps. Prepayment of postage was
compulsory from October 1858, but prepayment of postage by stamps was not compulsory until July 1863.

1858 (20 September) Paid packet letter to France, via London

Rate: Marked “1/-" (1s.) in red (1s.1d. rate to France; 6d. packet rate to England + 7d. GPO rate to France for 30z;
1s. credited to England + 1d. St Helena's share)

1859 (28 March) Paid packet letter to Greenwich

Rate: Marked “5”d in red (6d. packet rate to England 5d. credlted to England + 1d. St Helena’s share)
1859 - paid packet letter to England
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UNPAID SHIP MAIL TO THE UNITED STATES

For obvious reasons there were no direct packets from St Helena to the United States, packet mail had to be
routed through England. There seems to have been plenty of ships though, so most letters were sent as ship mail.

1850 (c) Unpaid “St Helena Shipping List" to New Bedford, “per Ship Jno E Coster””, withNEW YORK SHIPOCT6 7cts marking

rate + 5c inland rate from New York to New Bedford)

Al SIUD 1€ LL D LILE ] [ LHLES

Rate: Charged “SHIP 5” cents (2c ship rate + 3¢ inland rate from Boston to Bath, Maine)
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From the 1850’s onwards it gradually became possible to prepay the postage for mail between St Helena and the United
States. The rate was 1s.2d. per half ounce between 1854 and 1863, and 1s.5d. per half ounce between 1863 and 1870.

1862 (1 July) Paid packet letter to New Bedford, via London, with N YORK BR PKT 5(cents) AUG.12 marking

LA QM I St ereer

K

Rate: Marked “PAID
33"cents and *12” cents
g‘.’m rate to St Helena;
12¢ credited to England);
also marked “17d. in red

(St Helena’s share)
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EARLY NEWSPAPER RATES

Newspaper rates from St Helena are first mentioned in 1839, when the rate was 1d. each to Great Britain. This rate
was repeated in 1854 and 1863, and at the later date Newpapers could also be sent to most other countries at 2d. each.

1860 (28 January) ““St Helena Herald” of the 22 December 1859, with ST HELENA JA 28.1860 datestamp, to Greenwich
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SOLDIERS CONCESSIONARY MAIL
From time to time, many Soldiers were stationed throughout the British Empire including St Helena. The high rates

of postage were a real hardship to serving personnel and their families, and a concessionary rate of 1d. per letter was
introduced as early as 1795. This rate also applied to mail sent to the serving personnel. These rates had to be prepaid.

1860 (26 February) Soldiers Concessionary letter from St Helena to Glasgow, counter signed by the Commanding Officer

R
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PAID MAIL TO FRANCE

The rates to France were particularly complicated because the French calculated their rates per 73grams (about quarter ounce)
whereas the British calculated their rates per half ounce (about 14grams). Therefore rates to France were per quarter ounce.

1861 (28 August) Paid quarter ounce packet letter to France, via London

-"-.l. _.

Sl B e
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e

1..-'?{ a'/;aﬁ;/a,rn,") i i E W=
P

Rate: Marked “7"d. in red (8d. rate per quarter ounce to France; 7d. credited to England + 1d. St Helena's share)

0L = DAI0 QUANTED OUNCE DACKE ELLET 1O &r.lq.'

1862 (19 April) Paid half ounce packet letter to France, via London

Rate: Marked “1/2"( 1s2d.) inred (double 8d. rate per quarter ounce to France; 1s.2d. credited to England + 2d. St Helena’s share)
1862 - paid half ounce packet letter to France
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FORWARDING AGENTS MAIL - THE EARLIEST KNOWN EXAMPLE

In the 19th century St Helena became an important point for forwarded mail and several Forwarding Agents established
themselves on the island. A Forwarding Agent is a person or firm who undertakes to see that the goods or correspondence
of another are transported without himself acting as the carrier. The official Postal system prior to 1874 for the transport of
mail from one country to another was unreliable, expensive and slow, and the public, and particularly business houses,
frequently preferred to use private means of communication rather than the Mail Packets. The Forwarding Agent would
hand a letter directly to the captain of a ship for transmission either to its destination or to another forwarding agent en route.

1807 (27 March) From “Ship Ocean at Sea off the Cape” to Scotland, forwarded on St Helena, with Ship Lre LIVERPOOL marking

Rate: Charged “1/3" 1s.3d. (4d. ship rate to England + 11d. inland rate from Liverpool to Inverness)

Forwarding Agent: Marked “Dr Drummond respectf. requests to recommend the forwarding
of this letter to his esteemed friend Mr Goodwin at St Helena™.
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FORWARDING AGENTS MAIL - MISSENT LETTER

Ships sailing from India to Europe quite often bypassed the Cape of Good Hope because of the way the winds blow.
" a:deﬁﬂm&pewiﬂlmemxtavailabkeship.

Instead they stopped at St Helena and dropped off goods and mail to be forw:




Saul Solomon was born in 1776 at Canterbury, Kent, England. As a young man he sailed for India but fell ill during the voyage. He
wmputas}mammmmmmmmmhﬁmﬂehmdﬂnmmfmmﬁngmd&m

1832 (23 September) From Batavia to London, forwarded on St Helena, with INDIA LETTER FALMOUTH marking

— L = 0 F = J——

Rate: Marked “10z”, charged “4/4” 4s 4d. (4d. India Letter rate + 4x Is. quadruple rate between Falmouth and London)

Forwarding Agent: Marked “Forwarded from St Helena by your obed Servant S. Solomon 27 Nov 1832" .




Batavia on the island of Java (now Jakarta, the capital of Indonesia) was the main city in the Dutch East Indies,
and-one the centres of trade between the Far East and the Western world, with many ships arriving and departing.

Al

1833 (30 April) From Batavia to Providence, USA, forwarded on St Helena, with SALEM, MAS SEP21 and SHIP markings
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Letters written on board ships travelling between the Far East and Europe were often dropped off at St Helena, to
be forwarded to its destination by another ship, and this was taken care of by the Forwarding Agents on the island.

183413 March) Fromasship bound for St Helena, to Caleutta, forwarded on St Helena, with MADRAS SHIPLETTER 2JY.1834 marking

. L oy AP T, < - 3oy i

Rate: Charged “Inld Ptge 1R8a, Ship Do 3a,= 1R11a” (3as ship rate + 1R8a inland rate from Madras to Calcutta)
Forwarding Agent: Marked “Forwarded from St Helena by your obed Servant S. Solomon 6 April 1834" .
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A few letters are known where Saul Solomon wrote his Forwarding Agents note in French rather than in English, These
letters are normally addressed to France or other French speaking territories, which would explain the choice of language.

1834(22 September) From Simgapore to Hrance, forwarded on St Helena, with PAYS D'OUTREMER and NANTES 17 MARS. 1835 markmgs
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Rate: Charged “9” decimes (=90 centimes) (French ship and inland rates)

Forwarding Agent: Marked “Recue a Ste Helene le 23 Janvier 1835 & achemnée le 31 Janvier par L’ Alcide
par votre tres humble Serviteur S. Solomon, Agent Consulaire de France a Ste Helene” .
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Sometimes letters were sent through two Forwarding Agents before reaching their destination. The reason for this
was that it was considered safer to send mail through Forwarding Agents than to entrust it to the Postal Authorities.
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Rate: Charged*“1/4” 1s.4d. (4d. India Letter rate + 2x6d. double rate between Gravesend and London); marked *2/4”
(2s.4d.) in red (2x1s.2d. prepaid double rate to France); charged “34” decimes (=3Fr 40c) (French inland rate)

Forwarding Agent: Marked “Recue a Ste Helene le 21 Nov.re 1835 par le Brick americain ‘Neptune’ &
acheminée le meme jour par le 3mats ‘Adams’ par votre devocié S. Solomon” .
Second Forwarding Agent: Marked “Acheminée par Ch Devaux & Co, Londres le 21 Janvier...”.
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FORWARDING AGENTS MAIL - SAUL SOLOMON - USA TO CHINA

China was another important centre for trade between the Far East and the Western world, and most countries
were represented or had agents there. The Forwarding Agents on St Helena also handled mail to and from China.

1836 (14 March) From USA (probably) to Canton, forwarded on St Helena, with CAPE OF GOOD HOPE 3 .SEP.1836 marking
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Rate: None indicated, possibly carried privately all the way.

Forwarding Agent: Marked “Forwarded from St Helena May 30/36 by your ob.t Servant S Solomon™ .
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FORWARDING AGENTS MAIL - SAUL SOLOMON - CHINA TO LONDON

In the 1830°s only American ships were allowed to call at Canton, so this necessitated transshipment of
mail to other vessels at later ports of call. St Helena was an important such port used for the transfer of mail.

INDIALETTER FALMOUTH marking

1837 (26 August) FromCanton“viaStHelenaperChamplain” to London, forwarded on St Helena, with

AT

Y

Rate: Charged “2/4” 2s.4d. (4d. India Letter rate + 2x1s. double rate between Falmouth and London)

Forwarding Agent: Marked “Received at St Helena 25 Nov 1837 per american Ship Duncan
& forwarded on the 27 Nov per Brig Hortensia by yours obediently S Solomon™ .




Manila, the capital of the Philippine Islands, was controlled by the Spanish for more than 300
years. and it was the Spanish main centre for their trade with the Far East during this period.

1844 (17 July) From Manila per “Vindicater, care (of) Saul Solomon Esqre, St Helena™,
to Salem, forwarded on St Helena, with NEW YORK SHIP JAN .8 (1845) marking

Rate: Charged “20%”cents (2c. ship rate + 18%c. inland rate from New York to Salem)
Forwarding Agent: Marked “Forwarded from St Helena per Eliza Ann By your ob.t Serv.t S. Solomon™ .
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Mail forwarded on St Helena going Enast, is considerably much scarcer than mail going West. The reason for this is that most
eastbound ships would be carried much further South by the winds, which around St Helena predominantly blows towards the West.

1845 From or via Cape of Good Hope to Samarang, Java, forwarded on St Helena, with CAPE OF GOOD HOPE 1845 marking
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Rate: Charged *“60"cents (incoming ship rate?)
Forwarding Agent: Marked “Forwarded from St Helena 5 May 1845 by your ob.t Servant S Solomon™ .
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William Carrol was the United States Commercial Agent on St Helena from 1831 until 1847.In 1860 he was
appointed United States Consul on St Helena. He also acted as Forwarding Agent during most of this period.

1836 (8 July) From Singapore to New York State, forwarded on St Helena, with PHILA NOV:13 and Full Rigged Shipin octagon markings
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Rate: Charged “20%cents (2c. ship rate + 18%c. inland rate from Philadelphia to Marcillus,New York)
Forwarding Agent: Marked “Forwarded from St Helena by Yrs respectfully W Carrol, U States Consular Agent at St Helena™ .




Mail from the Cape of Good Hope to the United States would quite frequently be forwarded via St Helena since there
were few ships going directly; many American ships would bypass the Cape because of the way the winds blow.

1835 (13 November) From Kinman to Virginia, forwarded on St Helena, with CAPE OF GOOD HOPE and SHIP markings

ey T T T T oS

Rate: Charged “27"cents (2c. ship rate + 25¢. inland rate to Richmond, Virginia)
Forwarding Agent: Marked “Forwarded from St Helena by Yrs Respectfully W Carrol, U States Consular Agent at St Helena™ .




Although William Carrol was not officially appointed as the United States Consul until 1860, there are
examples of forwarded letters where he used that title long before 1860, so he may have been that unofficially.

1841 (5 May) From Batavia to London, forwarded on St Helena, with SHIP LETTER marking

Rate: Charged “8”d. (ship rate to England)
Forwarding Agent: Marked “Rec.d at St Helena & forwarded by Yrs respectfully Wm Carrol, U States Consul at St Helena” .
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Examples of forwarded letters are recorded which are signed “US Consul” only, without a name. These are not in the
same handwriting as those signed by W Carrol, so they are likely to have been handled by somebody in Carrol’s office.

1842 (9 November) From Singapore to Boston, forwarded in Singapore and St Helena, with red BOSTON marking

Rate: None indicated but probably charged 6 cents (ship rate for delivery at port of arrival)

Forwarding Agent: Cachet “FORWARDED BY BALESTIER, SINGAPORE”
Second Forwarding Agent: Marked “Forwarded from St Helena by The U States Consul” .
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Examples of forwarded letters are recorded which are signed “US Consular Agent” only, without a name. These are not in
the same handwriting as those signed by W Carrol, so they are likely to have been handled by somebody in Carrol’s office.

1844 ( 1 1 January) From Bangkok to Ohio, forwarded on St Helena, with SHIP and NEW LONDON Conn JUL.8 markmgs
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Rate: Charged “27"cents (2c. ship rate + 25c¢. inland rate from New London to Ohio)
Forwarding Agent: Marked “Forwarded from St Helena by the U States Consular Agent” .

1844 - from Bangkok to USA, forwarded on St Helena




ST HECLENA - POSTAL HISTORY

In 1814 Saul Solomon's brother Joseph married Hannah Moss, the daughter of Isaac Moss, a boot and
shoemaker. When they joined the forwarding and shipping business it became known as Solomon & Moss.

183931 October)meSumbayamdwCapeafGoodHope“VmStHe&ena ,forwarded on St Helena

Forwarding
Agent: Marked
“Forwarded by

your obed.t
Serv.t Solomon

Forwarding Agent:
Marked “St Helena July
1853 forw by your ob.t

vants Solomon & Moss” .

Rate: Charged
*“15"decimes (= 1Fr 50c¢)
(British rate +
French inland rate)




ST HELENA - POSTALHISTORY
FORWARDING AGENTS MAIL - THOMAS BAKER

Thomas Baker was a Shipping and Forwarding Agent butlittle is known about him and his business. Only three items of forwarded
mail have been recorded with his markings ,one inmanuscript and one each of the Forwarding Agents Cachets FAC3 and FAC4.

1845 (17 September) From Cape Town to England, forwarded on St Helena, with LIVERPOOL SHIP 21 NO.1845 marking
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Rate: Charged “8"d. (ship rate to England)
Forwarding Agent: Marked “St Helena 1st Oct Rec.d & forwarded by Yours faithfully T Baker & Co™ .




ST HELENA - POSTALHISTORY
FORWARDING AGENTS MAIL - SWEDISH & NORWEGIAN CONSUL

Besides being the United States Commercial Agent (later Consul) on St Helena, William Carrol was also the Swedish & Norwegian
Consul on St Helenabetween 1843 and 1873 . One item of forwarded mail is recorded where he used this title in hisendorsement.

1857 (27 July) From St Helena to Amsterdam, forwarded on St Helena, with STHELENA JY.29.1857 and SHIP LETTER markings

Rate: Charged “10"d. and marked “3"d. (10d. rate to Holland; St Helena's share 3d.);
charged “70"cents (10d. = 50cents + 20cents for local delivery)

Forwarding Agent: Marked “Forwarded from St Helena by Yours Respectfully W Carrol Swedish & Norwegian Consul” .




STHECENA - POSTALHISTORY
FORWARDING AGENTS MAIL - NICHOLS BROS & ERRIDGE

Lattle is known regarding this company but Mr W Erridge seems to have been the agent for the Colonial & Foreign
Fibre Company from about 1870. Only two examples of mail forwarded by this company have been recorded.

1870 (26 April) From St Helena to London, forwarded on St Helena, with a QV 1/- stamp

Rate: 1s. (1s. per oz packet rate to England 1863-76)
Forwarding Agent: Marked “Forwarded by Nichols Bros & Erridge St Helena” .




ST HELENA - POSTALHISTORY

& ”

Some of the Forwarding Agents used special cachets to indicate that they had forwarded a letter. Six
different cachets have been recorded from St Helena, all are rare and three are unique. The “S.Solomon”
cachet is the most frequent one; five examples are recorded, on letters sent between 1846 and 1850,

1%(17wm&mmmmm&mmmmmmm&cm13nmmg
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Rate: M“lﬂ”decmns (= 1Frﬂ)c) (10d. British packet and transit rate to France = 10 decimes + 5 decimes French inland rate)
Forwarding Agents Cachet: “FORWARDED BY Your Obe.t Serv.t S. SOLOMON. ST HELENA” (FAC.1)




ST HELENA - POSTAL HISTORY

L *r

In 1814 Saul Solomon’s brother Joseph married Hannah Moss, the daughter of Isaac Moss, a boot and
shoemaker, and Saul's brother Lewis Gideon Solomon changed his name to Lewis Gideon. Their business
eventually became known as Solomon Moss Gideon & Co. Only two examples of this cachet are recorded.

1877 (12 March) From St Helena to USA via London, forwarded on St Helena, with two QV 4d. stamps
-f)lfd{ ._;._.‘.._x__ L_ ‘ -‘

o CORWARDER~.
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Rate: 8d. (single rate to foreign countries 1876-1877), marked “73"d. in red (British share)
Forwarding Agents Cachet: “FORWARDED BY SOLOMON MOSS GIDEON & Co ST HELENA” (FAC.2)




STHELENA - POSTALHISTORY
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Thomas Baker was a Shipping and Forwarding Agent but little is known about him and his business. Only three items of forwarded
mail have been recorded with his markings, one in manuscriptand one each of the Forwarding Agents Cachets FAC3 and FAC4.

1836 (18 June) From Canton, China to Edinburgh, forwarded on St Helena, with INDIA LETTER DEAL marking
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Rate: Charged “1/6” 15.6d.+ “3"d. (4d. India Letter rate + 1s.2d. inland rate from Deal to Edinburgh + 1d. Scottish Toll)
Forwarding Agents Cachet: “FORWARDED BY T. BAKER SHIPPING AGENT ST HELENA” (FAC.3)




ST HELENA - POSTALHISTORY

& tb]

Thomas Baker was a Shipping and Forwarding Agent butlittle is known about him and his business. Only three items of forwarded
mail have been recorded with his markings,one in manuscript and one each of the Forwarding Agents Cachets FAC3 and FACA4.

1856 (5 November) From St Helena to England, forwarded on St Helena, with ST HELENA NO.17.1856 datestamp

-l E —

Rate: Charged “6"d. and marked “3” d. (6d. ship rate to England; St Helena’s share 3d.)

Forwarding Agents Cachet: “FORWARDED BY T. BAKER & Co SHIPPING AGENTS ST HELENA” (FAC 4)




STHECENA - POSTALHISTORY
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George Kimball was the United States Commercial Agent on St Helena from 1852 and he became the first
United States Consul on the island in 1857, a position which he retained until 1860. He also acted as Forwarding
Agent during this period. Three examples of his cachet have been recorded, all on letters from 1855 and 1856.

1856 (January) From St Helena to New York, forwarded on St Helena, with NEW BEDFORD MAR 5 and SHIP markings

—

Rate: Charged “5”cents (2c. ship rate + 3c. inland rate from New Bedford to New York)

Forwarding Agents Cachet: “FORWARDED FROM ST HELENA
BY GEORGE W.KIMBALL U.S. COMMERCIAL AGENT” (FAC.5)




ST HELENA - POSTAL HISTORY

- 77

It would appear that William Carrol and George Kimball joined forces sometime after William Carrol
finished as the United States Commercial Agent in 1847. They jointly offered their services as
forwarding and shipping agents during the 1850°s. Only one example of their cachet has been recorded.

1858 (August) From St Helena to Long Island, forwarded on St Helena, with BOSTON OCT.10.1858 and SHIP markings

Rate: Charged “8”cents (2cents ship rate + 2x3cents double inland rate from Boston to Long Island)
Forwarding Agents Cachet: “FORWARDED FROM STHELENA BY CARROL & KIMBALL MERCHANTS” (FAC.6)




Some of the Forwarding Agents also used special company cachets on mail that they forwarded. Unlike the
forwarding agents cachets, the company cachets do not include the words “Forwarded by”. There are only
two different company cachets recorded. Three examples of the “Solomon & Moss™ cachet are recorded.

1854 (10 June) Written by a Mr Gautreau on St Helena, to France, forwarded on St Helena, with COLONIES &c ART. 13 marking
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Rate: Charged “15"decimes (= 1Fr 50c) (10d. British packet and transit ate to France = 10 decimes + 5 decimes French inland rate)
Forwarding Agents Company Cachet: “SOLOMON & MOSS, ST HELENA™ (CC.1)




ST HELENA - POSTALHISTORY
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In 1814 Saul Solomon’s brother Joseph married Hannah Moss, the daughter of Isaac Moss, a boot and
shoemaker, and Saul's brother Lewis Gideon Solomon changed his name to Lewis Gideon. Their business
eventually became known as Solomon Moss Gideon & Co. Only one example of this cachet is recorded.

1876 (21 April) From St Helena to England, forwarded on St Helena, with a QV 1/- stamp

Rate: Is. (1s. per 0z packet rate to England 1863-76)
Forwarding Agents Company Cachet: “SOLOMON.MOSS .GIDEON & Co ST HELENA" (CC.2)




Early mail from St Helena was often sent under cover to England, and then put into the postal system there by
a Forwarding Agent. Even so, the postal rates were often very high, and it was normally the addressee that paid.

1836 (11 April) From St Helena to France, forwarded in London, with ANGLETERRE PAR CALAIS marking
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Rate: Marked “3/6” (35.6d.) in red (3x1s.2d. prepaid triple rate from London to France);
charged “48” decimes (=4Fr 80c¢) (French inland rate)

Forwarding Agent: Marked “forwarded by Baring Bros Co.” .




Mail to unusual destinations was often shipped under cover to a Forwarding Agent, who then handled and posted
it, often by pre-paying the postage. The St Helena merchants mostly used forwarding agents in London.
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Rate: Marked “Pd 113" (Paid 113d.) in red (rate from England to Denmark via Belgium and Germany);
also charged “2"sk in red, for local delivery in Copenhagen.

Forwarding Agent: Cachet “D. DUNBAR & SONS LONDON" .




Another way to send mail via Forwarding Agents was to send it through the postal system to the
Forwarding Agent, who then arranged for it to be carried to its destination in bulk under cover.

1859 (28 August) From St Helena to Spain, forwarded in London, with ST HELENA and LONDON PAID markings

Rate: Marked “57d. in red (6d. packet rate to Engle ,,_,.5d,ménedteﬁngland+1d St Helena’s share);
no further charges so probably fc ed in bulk under cover.

Forwarding Agent: Adressed to “Mss Zulueta & Co.” for onward transmission to “Sr Don Jose Matia, Cadiz”.




Postal rates from St Helena were much higher than from most other British Colonies all the way up to 1896, s0 business
and shipping agents frequently sent mail in bulk under cover to Forwarding Agents in London, for onward transmission.

1868 (11 July) From Nichols Bros & Emidge, St Helena, to Amsterdam, forwarded in London, with LOMBARD STREET PAID marking

Rate: Marked “3”d. in red (3d. prepaid rate to the Netherlands via Belgium)

Forwarding Agent: None indicated, but obviously forwarded and mailed in London.




ST HELENA - POSTAL HISTORY
THE FIRST STAMP - 1856 6D, IMPERFORATE
In 1854 a request was made by the St Helena Postmaster, ] McDaniel, that he be supplied with sixpenny postage

stamps and a steel shifting stamp. The first 6d. stamps were issued on 1 January 1856, but it was not until July 1863
that additional values, 1d. and 4d. stamps, were issued. About 15 covers with the first 6d. stamp are recorded.

1856 (4 September) OHMS ship letter to Ireland with the first 6d. stam

Rate: 6d. per 3oz ship rate to Great Britain (1854-63); marked “3”d. in red (British share)

1864 (20 January) Packet letter to London with a marginal pair of the first 6d. stamp

Rate: 1s. per foz packet rate to Great Britain (1863-76); marked “117”d. in red (British share)




ST HELENA - POSTAL HISTORY
THE FIRST STAMPS - IMPERFORATE 1D.,4D. AND 6D,

Although the first stamp, the imperforate 6d., was issued on | January 1856, it was not until July 1863 that
additional values, 1d. and 4d. stamps, were issued. These two values were also imperforate, and they were issued
to cover the 1d. newspaper and soldiers letter rates, and the 4d. ship letter rate which was introduced in 1863.

1863 (29 August) Cover to Canada West via London, with imperforate 6d.(pair)+1d.+4d.
- the earliest known use of the 1d. and 4d. stamps

T ets

Rate: 1s.5d. per 0z to USA and Canada (1854-70), marked “1/4” (1s.4d) and “1”d. in red
(1s.4d. credited to England + 1d. St Helena's share)

Comment: Only two covers are known with all the three imperforate stamps, this being the only one
with the stamps tied by a postmark (the other cover has the stamps pen-cancelled only).




ST HELENA - POSTALHISTORY
THE EARLIEST KNOWN REGISTERED MAIL

Registration of mail was authorised from 1852, but the earliest recorded registered letter from St Helena is from
April 1864. The registration fee to GB was ls. initially, but this was reduced to 6d. in September 1856. A straight
line handstamp REGISTERED was introduced in 1869; earlier covers show the word “Registered” in manuscript.

1864 (5 April) Registered ship letter to London, with imperforate 6d.+4d.
and the earliest known use of the oval POST OFFICE ST HELENA datestamp

Rate: 10d. (4d. ship rate to
Great Britain 1863-76 +
6d. registration fee 1856-66);
marked “2"d. in red (St
Helena's share of the ship rate)




ST HECENA - POSTAL HISTORY
THE FIRST PERFORATED STAMP - 1861 6D,
The 1858 printing of the imperforate 6d. stamp was large; a total of 120,000 stamps were printed, but only a small number was

sent to the Colony, the rest being kept by the printers or Crown Agents in England. In December 1860 6,000 stamps were
perforated, and these were issued in the Colony in 1861. A further 24 000 perforated stamps were sent to St Helena in January 1864.

1861 (December) Packet letter to London, with 1861 perforated 6d.
and LONDON PAID JA 2.62 datestamp

1861 - perforated 6d.
on packet letter to London - P .
only three 1861 usages known! 57 Z, ,
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Rate: 6d. per oz packet rate
to Great Britain (1854-63);
marked “5”d. in red (British share)

Forwarding Agent:
Marked “Forwarded by
Nichols Bros & Erridge

St Helena™ .

Rate: 1s. per oz packet
| rate to England (1863-76)




ST HELENA - POSTALHISTORY

The packet rates for mail from Great Britain to St Helena were similar to those from St Helena: 6d. per 3oz 1854-63,
1s. 1863-76,6d. 1876-77 and 1s. from 1877-83. Between 1867 and 1869 there was also an Officer’s rate of 6d.

1861 (4 April) London to St Helena, via Cape of Good Hope, with GB 6d.

Rate: 6d. per oz packet rate (1854-63);
marked “1"d. in red (St Helena’s share)

Rate: 6d. per Joz Officer’s rate (1867-69);
marked “5”d. in red (British share)

Rate: 1s. per 0z
packet rate (1877-83)




STHELENA - POSTALHISTORY
THE 1/- PACKET LETTER RATE TO GREAT BRITAIN

In April 1863, the packet rate to Great Britain was increased from 6d. to 1s. per half ounce. On 1 July 1876 the rate
was reduced to 6d. but on 1 April 1877 it was increased to 1s, again. It remained at this level until the end of 1883.

1866 (27 September) Packet letter to England, with 1864 Is.

Rate: First period 1s. per 3oz packet
rate to England (1863-76);
marked “1”d. (St Helena’s share)

1878 (15 July) Packet letter to
England, with 1864 1s.
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Rate: Second period 1s.
per 3oz packet rate to
England (1877-83);
marked “6"d. in red
(British share)

Rate: 2s. (2x1s. per 3oz double packet rate to England 1877-83)




ST HELENA - POSTAL HISTORY
THE 8D. RATE TO FRANCE

The rate to France was reduced from 1s.4d. per %oz to 8d. per %oz in 1863, and remained at that level until 1870,
when the rate was reduced by another penny, to 7d. per %oz, to be in line with the general foreign rate of 1s.2d. per joz.

1869 (12 April) Single rate cover to France, with 1861 6d. + 1868 2d.

O

N Ty '.. ."

1867 (29 July) Double rate cover to France, with 1864 4d +1s.
and the latest known use of the oval POST OFFICE ST HELENA datestamp
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Rate: 1s.4d. (2x8d. per %oz double rate to France 1863-70)
1867 - 1s.4d. double rate to France, with 1864 4d. + 1s.




ST HELENA - POSTAL HISTORY
THE 1S.5D. PACKET RATE TO THE UNITED STATES

The rate to the United States and Canada was 1s.5d. per half ounce between 1 May 1854 and October 1870,
when the rate was reduced to 1s.2d. per half ounce, a general rate introduced to many foreign countries.

1867 (28 August) To New York, with 1864 1d.+4d.+1s. and N. YORK AM PKT 5 cents marking

Rate: 1s.5d. rate per 30z to USA and Canada (1854-70);
marked “9°d. (British share) and “16cents” in red (US share); charged “due 5¢” .

1869 (30 June) To Long Island, with 1868 2d.+3d.+1s.and N. YORK BR PKT marking

Rate: 15.5d. rate per %0z to USA and Canada (1854-70); marked “6"d. (British share) and “2cents” in red (US share)
1869 - 1s.5d. rate to the United States, with 1868 2d.+3d.+1s.




STHECENA - POSTALHISTORY

Mail to USA, carried as ship letters from St Helena to England, was charged the reduced rate of 1s. per half ounce.
In 1870 the rate to the United States (and to most other foreign countries) was reduced to 1s.2d. per half ounce.

Rate: 1s. ship rate to USA (1863-
70); marked “10"d. (British share,
2d. of the 4d. ship rate + 8d. for the

Trans-Atlantic carriage; St Helena’s
share 2d.) and “16¢ents” in red (US
share); charged “due 5 cents”.

Rate: 1s.2d. packet rate to most
foreign countries (1870-76);
marked “3”d. (St Helena’s share)

and “2cents” in red (US share)

1871 (27 April) To West Wareham, with 1868 2d.+3d.(x4)

A\

S

Rate: 1s.2d. packet rate to most
foreign countries (1870-76);
marked “3"d. (St Helena's share)
and “2cents” in red (US share)




STHELENA - POSTALHISTORY

y (% b "l

In 1863 the ship rate to Great Britain was reduced from 6d. to 4d. per half ounce, with St Helena's share being 2d.
In 1868 only, two different “2"d. accountancy markings were used in St Helena, to show its share. Both markings are rare.

1868 (3 October)*2” (firsttype) on unpaid ship letter to France via England, with Falmouth Ship Letterand “GB 1P60¢” markings

Rate: Marked “2"d. (St Helena’s
share of the 4d. ship rate to GB);
charged “10” decimes (=1Fr) ] = ¥
(British and French rates) : : v o3 BTy \( -
! - ‘a. e -J\_,_

1868 (3 October) “2” (first type) on 1868 4d. on ship letter to London, “4d.

Rate: 4d. ship rate to GB

(1863-76); black “2"d. on
stamp (St Helena’s share)
and red ““2"'d. (British share)

1868 (10 November) “2" (second type) on 1868 4d. onship letter to London, with SHIP LETTER mark

e

Rate: 4d. ship rate to GB
(1863-76); black “2"d. onf§

stamp (St Helena's share) fi8 =
and red “2"'d. (British share) [£2¢




ST HELENA - POSTALHISTORY

(11 ”

Only one example of this marking has been recorded, so it is therefore difficult to say for what purpose it was utilised.
It may have been a marking used by the St Helena Guardian, ora marking used by the Post Office on certain categories of mail.
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Rate: 1d. newspaper rate to Great Britain (1839-96)




STHELENA - POSTAL HISTORY

Postal rates to the Cape of Good Hope are first mentioned in 1854 and the packet rate then was 1s.2d. per half ounce.
This was reduced to 6d. in 1863 and remained unchanged until 1896, The ship rate was4d. perhalf ounce between 1863 and 1896.

1869 (8 September) Ship letter to Cape Town, with 1864 4d. and CAPE-TOWN SP.13.69 datestamp

- m—

Rate: 4d. ship rate to the
Cape of Good Hope (1863-96);
charged “6"d. (4d. Cape
internal rate + 2d. fine
for non-prepayment)

Rate: 6d. packet rate to the Cape of
| Good Hope (1863-96); marked “4"d.
in red (Cape of Good Hope’s share)

1875 (23 March) Packet letter to Uitenhge “Per Cape Mail”, with 1873 6d.

Rate: 6d. packet rate to the
Cape of Good Hope (1863-
96); marked “4”d. in red
(Cape of Good Hope's share) (RS




ST HELCENA - POSTALHISTORY
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Registration of mail was authorised from 1852, but the earliest recorded registered letter from St Helena is from
April 1864, A straight line handstamp “REGISTERED" has been recorded on seven covers between 1869 and 1879.

1869 (12 November) “REGISTERED" marking, the earliest known example, on Official cover to London

———
e

(Wit e

Rate: 4d. registration fee (1866-96); Official mail to England was excempt from ordinary postage; marked “2”d. in red (British share)

1870 (12 January) “REGISTERED” marking, on packet letter to London, with 1868 4d +1s.

—— — s,

g § - e e P e el R

Rate: 1s. packet rate to England (1863-76) + 4d. registration fee (1866-96)

o & th] H - 1




ST HELENA - POSTAL HISTORY
SOLDIERS CONCESSIONARY MAIL

The Soldiers concessionary rate of 1d. was mentioned already when the first Post Office on St Helena opened in
1815, and again when the Post Office re-opened in 1839, The postage had to be prepaid and it required the sender
to write his name and rank on the envelope, and it also had to be counter-signed by the commanding officer,

1870 (29 May) Soldiers Concessionary cover to Canada West, with 1868 1d.

Rate: 1d. Soldiers concessionery
rate (1815-98)

Rate: 1d. Soldiers concessionery
rate (1815-98)

1895 (22 May) Soldiers Concessionary
cover to London, with 1887 1d.

Rate: 1d. Soldiers
concessionery

rate (1815-98)




ST HELENA - POSTALHISTORY
THE 7D. RATE TO FRANCE & THE 1S.4D. RATE TO ITALY

In 1870 the rate to France was reduced from 8d. to 7d. per %oz, to be in line with the general foreign rate of
1s.2d. per joz. The rate to Italy was 1s.4d. per half ounce between 1863 and 1876, when it was reduced to 8d.

1874 (11 July) 7d. rate to France via London, with 1871 1d.+6d.

Rate: 7d. per Yoz rate to France (1870-76); marked “3"d. in red (British share)

- =

1874 (9 October) 1s.4d. rate to [taly via London, with 1868 4d. + 1871 ls.

Rate: 1s.4d. per oz to Italy (1863-76); marked “5™d. in red (British share)
1874 - 1s.4d. rate to Italy - Rare!




Between the 1 July 1876 and the 1 April 1877 there was a general foreign rate reduction to 8d. per half ounce.
A few countries had special rates even after 1877. The rate to India was 1s.4d. per half ounce between 1881 and 1883.

1876 (14 July) 8d. foreign rate to Germany, with 1868 4d.(x2), with “73"d. St Helena accountancy marking

1 A" - L= L -
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Rate: 1s.4d. per oz to India (1881-83); marked “10"d. in red (British share)
1882 - 1s.4d. rate to India - Rare!




ST HECENA - POSTAL HISTORY
MAIL FROM THE UNITED STATES AND THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE

The postal rate from the United States to St Helena was altered frequently: 33cents (1857), 45cents (1863),
34cents (1868), 28cents (1870), 27cents (1875), 15cents (1876), 27cents (1877), 15cents (1885), 10cents (1892).

1875 (20 June) 28cents rate from Boston to St Helena, arr. cds ST HELENA 1Y.22.75

Rate: 28cents to St Helena g
(1 January 1870 - 30 June 1875),ff &
marked “*110”centimes in red oy

(=11d. British share)

'!. o~ 3
F 1_1' B - o is e — — e o e

1875 (6 September) 2 7cents rate from Westport to St Helena, with NEW YORK SEP7 110cand ST

Rate: 27cents to St Helena
(1 July 1875 - 30 June 1876),
marked “110"centimes
(=11d. British share)
and “17d. in red
(St Helena's share)

f=tvmd M, O, Advice.

-

.On H. M. Servics.

Rate: None,
official mail




ST HELENA - POSTAL HISTORY

The Forwarding Agents on St Helena were also shipping agents, and carried out refitting and repairs for passing ships.
The payments for these services was organised through Bills of Exchange issued in St Helena, but paid in England or USA.

1874 (9 July) QV “Foreign Bill” 1s. stamp on Bill of Exchange for £91 2s. 2d. issued in St Helena, for Bark Agincourt of London
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ST HELENA - POSTALHISTORY
THE 15.1:D. FOREIGN RATE
On the 1 April 1877 the general foreign rate was reduced to 1s14d. per half ounce. However, no id. stamps

were available until 1884, so the single rate was rounded up to 1s.2d, whereas the double rate was 2s.3d.

1883 (21 March) Single rate to the Island of Sylt, Germany, via London and Hamburg, with 1880 2d.+1s.

/,-\
/ /7/.@4/:’;3»’ Z;;Mfﬂ,w

7(46’4 /&fﬂ &>
4

Rate: 15.2d. for 3oz foreign rate (1877-83); marked “73"d. in red (British share)

1881 (20 March) Double rate to Vineyard Haven, Mass, via London, with 1876 1d 4+2d +1s.(x2)




ST HECENA - POSTAL HISTORY

The continued high postal rates from St Helena, encouraged the evasion of these costs by forwarding letters as
“Boot Leg” mail, which meant that mail was carried privately to a country with lower postal rates, and mailed from there.

1879 (22 June) From “U.S.S. Ticonderoga, St Helena™ to Philadelphia, carried privately to England and mailed there

1890 “Sent from St Helena” to Albany, carried privately as “Ships Letter” to New Bedford and mailed there
Ww o i - — -




ST HELENA - POSTAL HISTORY
THE 6D. RATE TO GREAT BRITAIN
On 1 January 1884 the rate to Great Britain was halved, from 1s. to 6d. per half ounce, but this was still a high rate
compared to many other colonies. It was not until 1896 that the rate was reduced further, to 23d. per half ounce.

1893 (9 May) Single rate to Harrogate, with 1884-97 3d.+1d.+13d +3d.

Rate: 6d.per3ozto |
Great Britain (1884-96)

Rate: 1s. (2x6d. per 3oz double rate
to Great Britain 1884-96)

A I3 —
= 1888 (26 November) Triple rate to Darlington, with 1887 6d.(x3)

r

1888 - 1s.6d. triple rate

v

Rate: 15.6d. (3x6d. per [
30z triple rate to 8 .
Great Britain 1884-96) LN




ST HELENA - POSTALHISTORY

-

The registration fee to Great Britain was reduced from 6d. to 4d. in 1866, and there were no further reductions
until St Helena joined the UPU in October 1896, when the general registration fee worldwide became 2d.
A new oval registration marking “REGISTERED ST HELENA™ was introduced in 1879, and remained in use until 1910.

1896 (11 April) Registered single rate to Birmingham, with 1884-94 4d +6d. and REGISTERED ST HELENA marking

&

Rate: 10d. (4d. registration fee 1866-96 + 6d. per 30z to Great Britain 1884-96)

1895 (July) Registered double rate to England, with 1884-94 4d +6d.(x2) and REGISTERED ST HELENA marking

Rate: 15.4d. (4d. registration fee 1866-96 + 2x6d. per %oz double rate to Great Britain 1884-96)
1895 - 15.4d. registered double rate to England




STHELENA - POSTAL HISTORY

THE 72D. FOREIGN RATE

On 1 January 1884 the general rate to foreign countries was reduced from 1s.2d. to 73d. per half ounce, but this was still
a high rate compared to many other colonies. It was not until 1896 that the rate was reduced further, to 23d. per half ounce.

1885 (9 April) Single rate to Pocassett, Mass, with 1880-84 3d.+1d+6d.

Rate: 73d. per 20z
foreign rate (1884-96);
marked “13"d. in red
(British share)

Rate: 73d. per 0z
foreign rate (1884-96)

1889 (10 December) Double rate to the Netherlands, with 1880-87 3d.+1s.

.% 4 é/_iiei?fﬁ
/ Y A

Rate: 15.3d. (2x73d.
per 30z double
foreign rate 1884-
96); marked *“3"d.
inred (2x11d.
British share)




ST HELENA - POSTALHISTORY
THE 6D. FOREIGN REGISTRATION FEE

The foreign registration fee was reduced from 8d. to 6d. in 1877, and there were no further reductions
until St Helena joined the UPU in October 1896, when the general registration fee worldwide became 2d.

1892 (16 April) Registered single rate to New Bedford, with 1880-90 13d.+1s. and REGISTERED ST HELENA marking

e

Rate: 159d.(6d. foreignregistration fee 1877-96)+ 153 (2x74d. per fozdouble foreign rate 1884-96); marked3"d. inted (2 14d Britishshare)

< pnsulate St H

[ LEd ALES




STHELCENA - POSTAL HISTORY
SHIP MAIL TO THE UNITED STATES

Until at least the end of 1892, there was a separate ship letter rate for mail from St Helena, both to Great Britain and
to other countries. The ship rate to Great Britain was 2d. lower than the packet rate; to other countries pro-rata.

1892 (14 June) 6d. ship rate to New Bedford via London, with 1887 3d.(x2)

R e ]

= e —— 2

- ,. . e

1892 - 6d. ship rate to USA -
rate split equal between
St Hel 1G Britai
I‘“} 1t
LE Lo~ Tl L( e
S:"--'."-f.‘fﬁf‘":\
Rate: 6d. (4d. ship rate to GB W) b g
1877-92 + 2d. GPO ship rate from § '

GB to USA): marked “3"d. N

(British share, half of the ship rate)

Rate: 3s.13d. packet rate, underpaid by 1s. (5x73d. per 3oz 5-fold foreign rate 1884-96); marked “73"d. inred (5x 13d. British share);
but carried as ship letter direct, with “SHIP™ marking and charged *“12"cents postage due (double inland rate for 2-3 0z)

@




STHELENA - POSTALHISTORY

-

William Grey-Wilson was appointed Colonial Secretary of St Helena in 1886, acting Governor 1887-89,
and Governor between 1890 and 1897. As Governor, mail to him could be sent by diplomatic bag.

1886 (7 October) From London to W Grey-Wilson, Colonial Secretary, St Helena, with arr. cds ST HELENA OC 2386

f;pm% o Lt Helocnoe




ST HELENA - POSTAL HISTORY

William Grey-Wilson was acting Governor 1887-89, and Governor between 1890 and 1897. As Governor, he could send
his mail to England by diplomatic bag, and just pay the GB inland rate of 1d. instead of the 6d. rate from St Helena to GB.

1887 (10 April) From “Alarm Cottage St Helena”, to England by diplomatic bag

PSS! toEngland
I_BEBQ ep mbet)me""iheCastleStHaM“@ oland by diplomatic bag

THE CASTLE,
BAINT HELENA,




ST HELENA - POSTALHISTORY

Official mail was forwarded without charge to Great Britain, but in the early days, postage beyond GB as well
as registration fees, had to be accounted for to the GPO in London. This was done by the usual red markings.

1873 (9 August) From “‘Post Office, St Helena” to Italy, marked “Registered” and “Paid”

= - C),;al;?c (.-t.-'z“/{g..c oo~
& 1873 - Registered from “Post
o Office, St Helena”, to taly

Rate: None, official mail; marked
“57d. in red (3d. GPO rate from GB
to Italy + 2d. GPO registered rate)

1883(12May)0fﬁcmlm(}mmny,mﬂ1
REGISTEREDST HELENA :

Rate: None, official mail; marked“'}'%"d , :
in red (British share of foreign rate) {§




ST HELFENA - POSTALIISTORY

[l et

The first tax marking used on St Helena was a simple “T” (T.1) and it was introduced in 1878
or earlier. Only a handful examples are recorded and they were used between 1878 and 1886.

1881 (4 July) “T" marking and ST HELENA JY4.81 cds, on taxed cover to Trieste, Austria

:

Rate: Taxed “6”d. (St
Helena’s share); .;g/ £
charged “110”centimes v/ 704
(=11d.) (6d. for St /
Helena + 2x21d. double |
GB rate to Austria),

converted to 64 kreuzer.

e e == T

L

1883 (16 July) “T" marking and ST HELENA JY.16.83 cds, on taxed cover to Paris

e . i = 3
T - i - oy Lo

r " i f g 4 . &, ._‘-i' e L1 - !
i Fal " B 1Y ] | . |
| . v
& | ¢ ¥
g iy 5 3 / 7 1

v o ! A
]

/
”—:ﬁ’TMa ceiad - eV

Rate: Taxed “6"d. (St Helena's
share); charged “1F20c” (=12d.)
(2x6d. double St Helena's share)

Rate: 74d. foreign rate
less paid 10c (=1d.) =
remaining unpaid 63d.

+fine 63d.=charged “1s.1d.” &




ST HELENA - POSTALHISTORY

. "

The second tax marking used on St Helena is a “T" (Taxe) with an added “¢” (centimes). So far only
three examples have been recorded, all used in 1894, and a new tax marking was delivered in 1895.

1894 (17 May) “T ¢ marking on taxed cover to Sierra Leone, with 1893 2id.(x2)

1'.:1 ; ' ¥ ]

R i 4

Rate: 6d. to GB (1884-96), underpaid by 33d. and taxed “35”centimes (=33d.) + fine 34d. = to pay “7D.”

L il




ST HELENA - POSTALHISTORY

THE SWEDISH AND NORWEGIAN CONSULATE HANDSTAMP

The Swedish and Norwegian Consulate was opened in Jamestown on 29 April 1843, and it was closed on 6 September
1928. A handstamp was used on some of the mail sent from the Consulate. It is inscribed “KONGL. SVENSKA OCH
NORRSKA CONSULATET PA ST. HELENA” (The Royal Swedish and Norwegian Consulate on St Helena).

1882 (7 October) The Consulate handstamp, on cover to Norway, with 1876 2d. + 1880 1s.

Rate: 1s.2d. for joz foreign
rate (1877-83); marked
“74"d. in red (British share)

1884 (20 May) Part of the Cnnsulate handstamp anc manuscript “Royal Swedish &
Norwegian Consulate, St Helena”, on cover to London, with 1876 6d.

Rate: 6d. per 30z to
Great Britain (1884-96)




ST HELENA - POSTALHISTORY
THE FRENCH CONSULAR AGENCY HANDSTAMP

The French Consular Agent on St Helena had his own handstamp. It was used on some of the mail sent from the agency.
Itis inscribed “AGENCE CONSULAIRE DE FRANCE A STE HELENE” (Consular Agency of France at St Helena).

1899 (17 April) French Consular Agency handstamp, on cover to France, with 1896 23d.

tgx.q;ot;i.éta-i.-w.o Qibieullenes .-

.

Rate: 24d. per Joz single
foreign rate (1896-1907)

1901 (6 June) French Consular
Agency handstamp, on cover to
France, with 1896 1d +2d.(x2)
: | r—

@?Z}j %fﬁ?ﬁﬂr/ﬁa}

ST

£

{‘\..
t_-

VS vrees of ff %f’f Arde /-"«ff 7 i L
L=t .-n‘i!'f«r.7 ,ﬁ(‘ﬁz-t;!. --(?.{(J-a.'fr“ -/4' '/7-)’ 2
1901 - French |
Consular Agency Oy
handstamp, AT e T = r"«/(f’-?'z»)-;ﬁﬁ- %
on cover to -%f A P .
= ' —~ .,x{f{ﬂ- Vg _\Zf ,g;;;,zg:/

.

1

<[ ANTTZH A

Rate: 5d. (2x23d. per
30z double foreign
rate 1896-1907)




ST HELENA - POSTAL HISTORY

&, b

Official mail without stamps is known from the 1860’s and 1870’s. At some stage it was decided that these letters should be
marked “Official Paid and a handstamp with this wording was delivered by the GPO in 1894; the earliest known use is from 1898.

1878 (18 May) The earliest known “Official Paid” cover, to the United States

Rate: None, official mail; marked “73"d. in red (British share of foreign rate), only St Helena'’s share 6d. did not have to be accounted for.

L1 H 247

1900 (27 November) The first “OFFICIAL PAID” marking (OP.1) on O.H.M.S. cover to Sweden

Rate: None, official mail.




ST HELENA - POSTAL HISTORY

L1 33

The “Postage Paid” marking (MM.2) has only been found used in 1896, and only three examples are
recorded. Exactly why and how it was used, and when it was introduced, has not been established.

1896 (1 l Apnl} The “Postage Pald” markmg on cover to Gﬁrmanl,ur wnh !893 Z%d (x3)

Rate: 73d. per 30z
foreign rate (1884-96)

IS%(SSwamtx:r)T}L ‘Puﬁag,Pmd’ mkmg mmvumBm‘mngl'ﬂm with 18‘1}-93 Id +2%d.(x2}

7 29

Rate: 6d. per Joz to
Great Britain (1884-96)




ST HELENA - POSTALHISTORY

h] ”

The second “Post Office St Helena” marking was delivered by the GPO on 9 April 1887, and it has been recorded
on covers between 1890 and 1899. Apart from the wording, it has the St Edward’s Crown in the centre.

1891 (8 January) “POST OFFICEST HELENA" marking on O.HM.S. coverto Amstendam

Rate: None, official mail.

1897 (7 August) “POST OFFICE ST HELENA" marking on O.H M.S. cover to Havana

marking on O.HM.S. cover to California

Rate: None, official mail.




ST HELENA - POSTAL HISTORY
TAXED SHIP MAIL

Full prepayment of postage with stamps became compulsory in November 1875; after that date unpaid or
underpaid letters were charged twice the deficiency in postage due, which had to be paid by the addressece.

1893 (6 March) Taxed unpaid “Ships letter” with ST HELENA MR

Rate: Charged “2/-" 2s.
(2x6d. per 30z double ship
letter to England + 1s. fine)

B
1897 (28 September) Official ship letterto France, with“THE CASTLE STHELENA 28 SEP97"
and“POST OFFICE STHELENA” markings, taxed and with French 50c Postage Due stamp

Rate: None, official mail,
but not accepted in France
where it was taxed 50centimes
(25c¢ foreign rate + 25c¢ fine)

15)



STHECENA - POSTALHISTORY
ERE-UPU MAIL FROM USA, ENGLAND AND RUSSIA

Because St Helena did not join the UPU until 1896, special rates were in use also for mail from different
countries addressed to the island. This all changed once St Helena joined the UPU on 1 October 1896.

1894 (18 April) Scents envelope with note “Due 5¢ more” and added Sc stamp, from Philadelphia to the US Consul, St Helena

= —

- N & CUM
/A N\

184- locratel( 5 APRS 18 3)

fromUSA N, T/

Rate: 10cents || e e H

to St Helena ||

(1892-94) Gtz

POSTORFICESECRETARY L onon 0 US Consue S Hekra

189522 A nll,ﬁ';:- PAID fron

- 'Hﬂ- .

On Her Majesty’s Service.

Rate: 4kopek to St Helena &




ST HELCENA - POSTALHISTORY
THE 2:D. UPU RATE TO GREAT BRITAIN AND THE EMPIRE

On 1 October 1896 St Helena joined the UPU and the rate to Great Britain and the Empire was
more than halved, to 24d. per half ounce. The registration fee was also reduced, from 4d. to 2d.

1897 (21 January) Single rate to Canada, with 1896-97 %d.+2::l.

Rate: 23d. per 30z
Imperial rate (1896-98)

Rate: 43d. (24d. per foz
Imperial rate 1896-98
+ 2d. registration fee 1896-1926)

Rate: 7d. (2x24d. per t0z
double Imperial rate 1896-98 +
2d. registration fee 1896-1926) B8




STHELENA - POSTALHISTORY

& »

The Government offices are located in the Castle in Jamestown. Several different markings “THE CASTLE,
ST HELENA™ with date have been used on mail from the Castle, the earliest example being from 1887.

1898 (14 November) “THE CASTLE ST HELENA 14 NOV.98"” (CH.3),on O.H.M.S. cover to USA, without stamps

1899 (11 March) “THE CASTLE ST HELENA 11 MAR 99” (CH 3) to USA, with 1893-94 id +2d.

898-THECAST]
STHELENA"0USA
1901 (27 June) “THE
CASTLESTHELENA

27JUNOI”(CH.3A)
to Natal, with 1887 1d.

Rate: 23d. per
$oz foreign rate
(1896-1907)

1899 - “THE CASTLE
ST HELENA”, to USA

ST HELENA”, to Natal

Rate: 1. per joz Imperial rate (1895-190) |[E IR




STHELENA - POSTALHISTORY
PRINTED MATTERS

Book Post from St Helena to Great Britain was introduced in 1853, at the rate of 6d. per half pound, but this
was reduced to 3d. per quarter pound in 1857, and 1d. per ounce in 1863. The foreign rate was 2d. per ounce
from 1863. The general worldwide printed matter rate of $d. per two ounces was introduced in 1896.

1895 Double rate wrapper marked “Photo Only”, to California, with 1887-90 1d +3d.

Rate: 4d.

(2x2d.peroz {
double foreign ||
printed matter =
rate (1863-96) |

1901 - 3d. single rate

Rate: 3d. per 20z
printed matter rate (1896-1921)

1900 (27 June) Double rate wrapper to Philadelphia, with 1896 1d.

L fon f a(

PMawW;m >
m aS’a

Rate: 1d. (2x3d. per 20z double
printed matter rate 1896-1921)




ST HELENA - POSTALIHISTORY
1D.POSTCARDS

The first ﬂastal stationery to be introduced on St Helena was 1d. postcards and 1d.+1d. reply postcards, which
were both issued when St Helena joined the UPU on | October 1896. The 1d. rate was valid worldwide.

1896 (31 October) Early use of 1d. postcard to France

Rate: 1d. postcard rate
(1896-1922)

1901 (7 June) Registered 1d. po tcard, with 87 1d.(x2), to Germany

1901 - registered 1d.
posteard, to Germany

Rate: 3d. (1d. postcard
rate 1896-1922 + 2d.
registration fee 1896-1926)

lml ermbern) 1 Il."'ir’.llrll-'-."{'vl[';l!’:h,.’llig__"l.l_y matked Ty StHeleng™”

Rate: 1d. postcard rate
(1896-1922)




STHELENA - POSTALHISTORY
1D.4+1D. REPLY POSTCARDS

1d.+1d. reply postcards were also issued on 1 October 1896 when St Helena joined the UPU.
The reply card was intended to be used for the reply from the country of destination back to St Helena.

1901 (4 March) 1d. reply postcard to Germany

Rate: 1d. postcard rate
(1896-1922)

1902 (3 Ma )Re istered 1d. rep ly postcard, with 1893 3d (x2)+ 1902 Id to German

Rate: 3d. (1d. postcard
rate 1896-1922 + 2d. 1
registration fee 1896-1926) § &

1900 (20 December) 1d. reply postcard to :-- ape 3d. s

Rate: 1d. postcard rate
(1896-1922} 1d. local
postcard rate within
the Cape Colony.




ST HECENA - POSTALHISTORY

UPU rules dictated that the reply halves of postcards with prepaid replycards could be sent from anywhere
in the world back to the country of origin. Correctly used such reply halves to St Helena are very scarce.

1900 (2 August) Reply of 1d. postcard, sent from Salisbury, England, to St Helena
oy, eI g s
UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE RN
5T, BELEDNA

POST @g CARD 1900 - reply of 1d,
THE ADDRESS DNLY ':: BE WRITTEN ON LN mm
Bingland to St Helena

Rate: 1d. postcard rate
(1896-1922)

62 oSl 7 4

| 1902 (13 February) Unaccepiedreply of 1d. posica fmm ermany to St Helena, with added 10pfstamp
e Cal UNION FOSTALE UNIVERSELLE " T

ST HELENA ;’#

Rate: 1d. postcard rate,
but unaccepted; German
10pf postcard rate.

+

_ RET <
. ” e :
WADMEss onLY TO BEIWRITTEN g

~ MRate: 1d. postcard rate + 4d.
8 Transvaal registration fee




STIHELENA - POSTAL HISTORY

[n the same way that reply halves of St Helena postcards with prepaid reply could be sent from anywhere in the world
to St Helena, reply halves of postcards from other countries could be sent from St Helena to the country of origin.

1900 (12 March) US Ic. reply card, sent from St Helena to USA, with added St Helena 1893 3d.

Rate: 1d. postcard rate
(1cent = id. + 3d. added)

Pofttarte - Antwort —  Weltpoftverein SIRTTA
Carte posiale -~ réponse — Lui a1 ivepseli fots; to Germany, unaccepted
}? _

( j;”{;‘-rf-rc-- 2

Rate: German 10pf
postcard rate; unaccepted
and taxed “ 10" centimes,
+ 10c¢ fine ="20"pfennig.

=7
,-""
-“‘ ~

BT{T'EFKAART

BETAALD ANTWOORD
{CARTE POSTALE-REPONSE]
ALUEREENE FOSTVEREENIDING (UNION POSTALE UNIVEREELLE)

ZUilo voor hel adres bostemd. { (06 réservé a {adresse.)
-

nnmand.ﬂnnﬁ%mm ' s //‘%‘fﬁr MZ/'
T Mﬁ’/u /

Rate: Dutch 5c¢ postcard
rate; unaccepted and
taxed “10”centimes.




ST HELENA - POSTAL HISTORY

On 25 December 1898 Imperial Penny Post was introduced on St Helena, as in most other countries of the
Empire, with the effect that the rate for letters to Great Britain and most of the Empire was 1d. per half ounce.

l%(ﬁ)lhﬂﬁﬂjﬁh}gbmquﬂbmmciedﬁimW}ﬂﬂg,wﬁ] 1890 1d.andadded Cape 1d.stamp

| Rate: 1d. per joz Imperial rate (1898-1906);
1d. Cape of Good Hope inland rate.

1901 - 2d. double rate
to England

Rate: 2d. (2x1d. per 30z double
Imperial rate 1898-1906)

Rate: 3d. (3x1d. per 3oz triple
Imperial rate 1898-1906)




ST HELENA - POSTALHISTORY
REGISTERED AND INSURED MAIL TO GREAT BRITAIN

The registration fee was 2d. between 1896 and 1926. Insured mail is first mentioned in 1908, but it is
known to have been used as early as 1903. The insurance fee for up to £12 value was 5d. until at least 1922,

1903 (29 May) Registered single rate to England, with 1893-94 d.(x2)+2d.

Rate: 3d. (1d. per 3oz Imperial rate 1898-
1906 + 2d. registration fee 1896-1926)

Rate: 4d. (2x 1d. per 30z double
Imperial rate 1898-1906 +
2d. registration fee 1896-1926)

1903 (March) Insured (for “£12”) cover to Salisbury, with 1887 6d.

Rate: 6d. (1d. per joz CL'l
Imperial rate 1898-1906 + 4
5d.insurance feeupto £12 §

1896-1922), marked “£12”, §  rum PAID.
“Fr300” and “13G”, : y




ST HECENA - POSTAL HISTORY

In 1901 and 1902 an additional halfpenny was charged for letters carried by ships other than the regular
Mail Steamers. A Post Office Government Notification of 11 June 1902 confirmed this additional charge.

1902 (11 June) Government Notification 1902 (27 August) “By Cattle boat or first boat” in manuscript,
confirming the extra halfpenny charge to the Cape Colony, with 1893 ld + I‘}(}Q ld
Government

NOTIFICATION.
POSTAGE.

The Governor in Conneil lins,
under Clanse 1 of * The Post Office
Ordinance 18087 approved and
fixed from this dade the fillowing
additional rate of Postage vig—

All Laetters and  other = Postal
Packets ™ (except Purcel Post) sent
by Stewme |H|l|'u U the regular
Mails must have an exten Halfs

penny Stamp in addition to the
ordinary Postage,

By order,

T. k. BRUCE,

Postmaster.
The Pest Ofer, St Uelean, 10th Jane 1002

e T

Rate: 13d. (1d. per 30z Imperial rate 1898- 1'306+ ad cu.idm(ma] Ll'l,dlge forcamage by *ihjpulherthaanl Steamer 1901- 1902)

- " 1]

1901 (3{} J anuary] Extra Halfpenny cha:ge to Tranwaat with 1893 1d + 1896 1d.

Rate: 13d. (1d. pcr‘orzlmpcnalmtc 1898- 19(}6+%d addmonalchalgc furcamage by shjpomerman MmIStea:mr 1901-1902)

O



ST HELENA - POSTALHISTORY

THE 2:D. UPU RATE TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES

When St Helena joined the UPU on the 1 October 1896, the general foreign rate was reduced to a third, from 73d.
to 24d. per half ounce. In 1907 there were further reductions; to 23d. for one ounce plus 13d. for additional ounces.

1902 (26 March) Single rate from “Consular Service USA at St Helena”, to New York, with 1893 2;d.

ey

Rate: 23d.

per toz
foreign rate
(1896-1907)

1897 (29 September) Double rate to USA, with 1896-97 3d.(x5)+23d.

Rate: 5d. (2x24d. per 30z #’
double foreign rate 1896-1907) l:' LH
[

1901 (14 February) Single rate to Algeria, with 1896 23d.

=

| Rate: 23d. per 3oz foreign rate (1896-1907)




ST HELENA - POSTAL HISTORY
REGISTERED MAIL TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES

Before St Helena joined the UPU on the 1 October 1898, the registration fees to GB and other countries were
different, 4d. to GB and 6d. to other countries. From the 1 October 1898 the worldwide registration fee was 2d.

1902 (6 January) Registered double rate to the United States, with 1887-94 3d.+4d.

!902 (9 Ap I) Reglstered to Franne, with 1893 2£d + 1896 25d.

e
[T}
]

it

| jj
H
| f

Rate: 7d. (2x23d. per 30z double foreign rate
1896-1907 + 2d. registration fee 1896-1926)

1902 (12 February) Registered single rate to Holland,
with 1893-94 3d.+2d. + 1896 1d.(x2)

Rate: 43d. (23d. per joz
foreign rate 1896-1907 + 2d.
registration fee 1896-1926)




ST HELENA - POSTALHISTORY
THE 1D. POSTCARD RATE

When St Helena joined the UPU on the 1 October 1896, the general posicard rate became 1d. to any country
in the world. This rate remained unchanged until 1922 when the rate to foreign countries was increased to 13d.

1900 (22 December) Postcard to Transvaal, with 1893 3d .(x2)

TR AT

LUQN POSTALE UNIVERSELLE
to Transvaal ' 78 ST HELENA /<

2> R/OST CARD . W

RESS QNLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE, JOnaasw
Rate: 1d. Imperial post- =

card rate (1896-1939) | | > -" M o, Kk — '_/
ard to Jersey,

g : — ’
+1902.2d. 7

1902 (17 July) Registered postc with 1896 2d

. .
: UNION POSTALE UNIVERSEH
R ST HET:T’.'R'A;;

POST CARD.

THE ADDRESS ONLY{TO, BRRWRIT]

"’#ﬂ;‘t S'Pfq%\ Lo 7 ik Rate: 3d. (1d. Imperial post-
i : A (A EF7L TN card rate 1896-1939 + 2d.

l‘"’ ‘ ’ i 7 = A registration fee 1896-1926)
a7

> -
1904{]3.lanu )T DO

tcard to France, with 1902 d. and French 10c Postage Due stamp

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE

ST- HELENA
POST CARD
1904 -taxed postcard to
France, with 1d., and m—@m D&? g-'-%?

1‘5{”4 18 de ('rl-[w’&:(,

-F/'L M P QW\;"

Rate: 1d. foreign postcard
rate (1896-1922);
taxed 1d. = 10 centimes




ST HELENA - POSTAL HISTORY
THE 1:D. FOREIGN POSTCARD RATE

The foreign postcard rate was increased to 13d. on 25 January 1922. It remained unchanged until November 1939.
1932 (18 August) Postcard to Argentina, with 1923 13d. (with “Broken mainmast™)

SaP .
: % POST CARD =
1932 - 13d. foreign
m:dm This s a Hsal Photograoh,
Argentina. Stamp with AT pen R en
“Broken mainmast” & Gl i 4

Rau:l: 13d. fogrezizgn gggt - 20 / Do bl /EV8 .
card rate (1922-1939) ﬁae.-.l ple -eﬁ'm .
s e /A . gé M /'Bf-cem a’-m

r'(*r E %

”' = # Rate: 13d. foreign post-

'ﬂ w7227 N card rate (1922-1939)

LE @%@

1922(9 Aug ust)Re istered 1d. reply postcard to Argentina, with 1913 lid + 1922 14d.

¥

%‘

Rate: 33d. (14d. foreign
postcard rate 1922-1939 +

2d.registration fee 1896-1926)
L




ST HECENA - POSTALHISTORY
THE 2D. IMPERIAL RATE

The Imperial rate was increased to 2d. per ounce on 17 July 1916. It was changed to 2d. for the first ounce
plus 13d. for each additional ounce on 27 March 1922. It remained unchanged at that level until 1939,

1923 (25 January) Single rate to England, with 1912 id. + 1922 1id.

D34 - 2d. single rate tc Kneland
Rate; 2d. Tmperial rate (1916-1939)
& 1932 (19 March) Double rate to Northern Ircland, with 1922-23 3d.+1d.(x3)

Rate: 31d. (2d.+13d.
double Imperial rate
1922-1939)




STHECENA - POSTALHISTORY
REGISTERED MAIL TO GREAT BRITAIN

The registration fee was 2d. between 1896 and April 1926, and 3d. between April 1926 and November 1939.
1926 (15 March) Registered single rate to London, with 1922-23 1d.+3d.

Rate: 4d. (2d. Imperial
rate 1916-1939 + 2d.

@144 | |registration fee 1896-1926)
3 926 (13 _ ut isred in le ct anchter. with 1922-23 1d.+4d.

REGISTERED LETTER.

Teell A ETTER BUST BE SivEM TO
BADIYIRED, AND & A E

Rate: 5d. (2d. Imperial rate

1916-1939 + 3d. registration
fee 1926-1939)

—————

Rate: 5d. (2d. Imperial rate 1916-1939
+ 3d. registration fee 1926-1939)




ST HELENA - POSTALHISTORY
THE 3D.RATE TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES

On 25 January 1922 the foreign rate was increased to 3d. forone ounce plus 1 id. foradditional ounces. Thisremainedunchanged until 1939.

i931 (16 January) Single rate ta Auqtna w1th 19[3 ’5d

sy el .

1931 - 3d. single rate
to Austria
Rate: ?;:]2 21"(;,,-;5%“} voti | . < ﬁ . M(I‘?
(1922-1 : | |
J 1L/G€E;¢.¢,¢E,§13,1qﬂz‘h$,, ”f&ﬁé; :

: al
_ 1935 (22 Fcbruar ) Dcmble rate 1o the Unned Staws wnth 1934 1id +3d.

Rate: 47d. (3d +1%d.

4y ém:déwm_ Pfam e
mﬁmm ooy

-
1935 (1 1 November) Tr:ple rate to thc Umted States, with 1935 6d.

M. é§;¢*1cuuti a - {51ftxfbﬁ,,

United States | (E%{r1pu¢ /Lijyﬁ- ng.
-g-éo @-efwvmff‘- &‘hf

Rate: 6. (3d-+ 1 +14d. f}15°*JWG““”*H' jp"gy"‘

triple foreign rate | ) M- S " o S
1922-1939) B




ST HECENA - POSTAL HISTORY

The registration fee was increased to 3d. on 1 April 1926, and remained unchanged until November 1939.
1932 (13 May) Registered single rate to the United States, with 1923 3d.(x2)

1932-6d. | LAW OFFICES !
registered || DONALD E.CUSTER !
ke rat JOHNSTOWN, PENNA. |
to IIE‘.‘! ] FIRST NATIOMAL BANK DIJIL!':lIﬂﬂ j ‘;:. v ; _
| |
1 Et: ]
Rate: 6d. 1 l . %
(3d. foreign| e g |
Igt;g!i%ﬁ- | Donald E, Gusta*-, I
registration | [ =t 1106 First Natibnal Sank Bldg. |
fee 1926- | ST. HELENA | - seggs mlaan |
1939) NO. 429 Johnstown, Pa. 2

1935 (137 auary}gsteed single rate to S{ria with 13

= Y ) -
X
o R rate to Austria
Miss F.Lekisch, _
Rate: 6d. (3d. foreign rate
Conrad-strasse No,10. 1922-1939 + 3d. registration
i b T i 2oy P B S fc{‘, 1926' l 939}

INNSBRUCK. '._
~1934(20 January) Registered triple rate to Belgium, with 1922-23 3d.+6d.

™y | ST. HELENA

Rate: 9d. (3d.+13d.+13d.
triple foreign rate 1922-1939 &




STHELENA - POSTAL HISTORY

In June 1936 an Airmail service was introduced via South Africa. The Airmail fee was 63d. per 10 grams (to the UK) and
had to be added to the ordinary postage. The mail was carried by ship from St Helena to South Africa, and by air from there.

1935 (6 December) Smgle rate t{l Eng]and markcd Tgr and I, with 1923 %d +8d

= S Bemad s X))

to England : 5049071 U

H’"W HIV AE
NOIAY HYVd

Rate: 83d. (2d. Imperial rate |3
1916-1939 + 6id. Airmail [
fee for 10 grams)

et L

= e

| @,
Rate: 1s.3d. (2d. Imperial F o
rate 1916-1939 + 2x63d.
Airmail fee for 20 grams)

193’.-' (26 A l) Duuble ratc to England markl Sgr and II wuh 1922—36 ’zd.(x2 one W]'[h Cleft mck )+2d +6d. (xZ) '

ST. HELENA

No 0869 |

Rate: 113d. (2d. Imperial rate
1916-1939 + 63d. Airmail fee
for 10 grams + 3d. registration ||

fee 1926-1939) i




ST HELENA - POSTALHISTORY

Both Ascension Island and Tristan da Cunha are closely linked to St Helena, not only for geographical and
communication reasons, but also for having their postal systems administered by or dependent on that of St Helena.

1938 (12 April) From St Helena to Ascension Island, with 1923 2d.

Mo Faduck § Ghoa e

1934 From Tristan da Cunha to St Helena (10 Nov), via Singapore (24

ep), taxed “45 centimes

1934 - Tristan da
Cunha to St Helena,
II'I Singaml'

1933 (4 January) From Ascension to St Helena, with 1934 2d.

Rate: 2d. Imperial rate
(1916-1939)




STHELENA - POSTAL HISTORY
MAIL TO ST HELENA

Communication with the outside world was surprisingly good and mail from many different countries can be found.
lﬁl)(l(][hxzrtﬂ')l’mml label a‘ﬂ(lm“ﬁﬂec]amhmﬁunﬁgcﬁwuf&xﬂl-m with 1d.(x9)

Rate: 9d. for one pound.

1903 (29 December) Postcard
from Aden, with India 1 Anna _

Tis Seaex, As wort a8 e Hacx, sar
ROW TR USEN ros CoNmUNICATIIN.

w f,.,,.,:, mouonw:ﬁmwm
from Aden P ‘“"'“a'
ek Aerne | alae ‘“’"‘3

Rate: 1Anna. . £ el 14,_
k {d\—?ﬁt TJL‘ 'N.t- = =
: o m-mlu PR
1921 (12 Januas

) Registered cover from Belgian Congo, with 5c+10c+15¢+25¢




STHECENA - POSTALHISTORY

ST HELENA GARRISON MARKINGS

From time to time, British troops were stationed on St Helena. Some of these Garrisons used cachets on their mail.

1902 (13 March) “GARRISON OFFICE ST HELENA" marking on postcard to France, with 1902 Id.

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE
ST HELENA

POST CARD.

TIIE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON ‘THIS SIDE,

Rate: 1d. Imperial rate.

Rate: 1d. foreign postcard rate.

]

= N NS A5 |

lSlE(MJmumy)‘GARRISONOFFKZESTHE[EM&"nmkingmmVH&;Fm.Mm 1893 2. L4

B gy

5 2 LA

4& E
*

0 0 Pt : Il

i Fary i oot ol s ey Ciyla P
wde okt T
" -" : _- -- d .‘_.' b, .'"I-" : _,‘ ) -. --_ ¥ Al -I .

e

Rate: 23d. foreign rate.




STHEMENA - POSTAL HISTORY
THE FIRST WORLD WAR - WAR TAX

Between 9 September 1916 and 27 March 1922, a War Tax of 1d. per letter to GB and the Empire had to be paid.
Regular 1d. stamps were overprinted to include the War Tax; 1916 overprinted “ONE PENNY™, 1919 overprinted “1d.”.

1919 (5 January) Single rate to England, with 1916 1d.+1d.

Rate: 1d. Imperial rate +§
Id. War Tax (1916-1922) §

...........

Rate: 6d. (3x1d. triple Im-
perial rate + 1d. War Tax +
2d. registration fee)

1919 - War Tax to England
: with 1919 1d.+1d.

Rate: 1d. Imperial rate + 1d.
War Tax (1916-1922)




ST HECENA - POSTAL HISTORY

Soldiers On Active Service were allowed to send mail to their families free of charge. They could either
use pre-printed cards or letters, or just write the words “On Active Service” on their letters and postcards.

1915 (22 October) “On Active Service”™ St Helena postcard to Cape Town, with “2nd S.A, Infantry” cachet and CAPETOWN
PAQUEBOTNOV.13.1915ds, sent by amemberof the small South African Amy unit stationed on St Helena during the First World War

| | ﬁ_-ﬂmmmm ~

1919 (30 November) “On Active Service” St Helena postcard to England, with London 26.DEC.19 and RECEIVED
FROM H M SHIP - NO CHARGES TO BE RAISED markings, sent by a British soldier on St Helena

= =7 o= 3

pOBT WY C




STHELENA - POSTALHISTORY
THE FIRST WORLD WAR - PRISONERS OF WAR

According to international agreements, Prisoners of War were allowed to send mail free of charge to their families.
No prisoners of war were held at St Helena during the First World War, but there were some on board passing ships.

1916 (28 April) “POST FREE - P C. -PRISONERS OF WAR” marking and manuscript “Service Prisoners
of War” on postcard from St Helena to USA, sent by a prisoner of war en route to Europe via Gibraltar

R SPACE MAY NOW BE USED fo= JUN 223 o aooress ""\.“;'::_r___
L

. COMMUNICA l;:,‘_.-‘,

Tl g e

SEESE
?j\&

-

E
o
-
§
=
=
"
F
2
=
4
8
3
3
=
=
-]
=2
B

1916 (24 October) “PRIGIONIERI DI GUERRA™ and “CENSURACORRISPONDENZA -
PRIGIONIERI DI GUERRA" markings, on postcard from Italy to St Helena, sent by a prisoner of war

o L L/

-

e — -

N "'.::‘_ iy
{ i1, TS ¥
[ St LIS ":-‘.L‘|z“
— “n‘uliﬁf‘ﬂ'

DI GUERRA. mee




ST HELENA - POSTALHISTORY

i b2 ]

This marking was used on St Helena between September 1916 and September 1918, with or without the censor’s initials.
1918 (4 April) “PASSED BY CENSOR” marking with initials, to Scotland, with 1912 1d.

Rate: 1d. Imperial postcard
rate (1896-1939)

et -
b s Yo
BN 178 v T el

11918(191&11 st}“PASSEDBYCENSOR“markm with initials, to England, with 1912 2d.

Rate: 1d. Imperial rate +ff
1d. War Tax (1916-1922) |

e —— e

[PA S ast @1&)

m'l-llnﬂu AT PEARELE

o' v
=

e il"l‘"' g N wum:as
g DL - JI-l,-i‘. "11‘\.-' ;. it &
Ty 17\\.('.(-'; ’Li,_.a"\' ol .:-. [ o T ————
= ':I: A oD el o (u
g S e U L [
. ; N 1 '.
i i l\ . \_l.;'L\.k‘ 't}l Wil '[‘. JV2 /f b&’k
- ; ' 4 . =
f;.-,l,_.._i_- Ke han Loak i \')) M\L&JWL [_Lt‘{,'hthﬁ_,
- =
gt LL_"',»L 'S ({uuam_. i
4 ﬁ&, Qv L Feiels postc
| Cjothom M-S U" rate (1896-1939)

+ 1d. War Tax (1916-1922)

{i l.fl.- lti' ?
charged by mistake.




ST HELENA - POSTAL HISTORY

. ]

This marking was used on St Helena between December 1914 and April 1918, with or without the censor’s initials.

1915 (20 April) “PASSED PRESS CENSOR” marking with initials, to Scotland, with 1912 1d.

Rate: 1d. Imperial rate (1898-1916)

1915 (21 April) “PASSED PRESS CENSOR” marking without initials, to England, with 1912 1d.

TR e - T e

-

=PASSED==

T

C }ias
§¢  GEME




ST HELENA - POSTAL HISTORY

-

Mail from or to St Helena was censored in transit in different countries; many different markings and labels were used.
1916 (20 November) “PASSED CENSOR" marking, to South Africa, with 1916 1d+1d.

Rate: 1d, Imperial rate + 1d. War Tax / )
(1916-1922) / .MZ

IQIT(llJm:iy) EQSSEDBY(EMI%HH’Hﬂimg wEgypt,with 19]2k|.+ld.+ 1916 1d:+1d. ? /

A """""':"“'---li-mﬁ'h—ﬂ

Y T
=\

M
o
| 5 :

1

Rate: 43d. (24d. foreign rate
1896-1922 + 2d. registra- (B
tion fee 1896-1926) W




ST HELENA - POSTAL HISTORY

—

The Boer War lasted between October 1899 and May 1902. Boer Prisoners of War were kept on St Helena between April
1900 and the second half of 1902, and almost 6000 prisoners were kept in the two camps, Deadwood and Broadbottom.

1901 (31 Octobcr) P‘OW BROAD B() I [’()M CAMFCENSOR maﬂung o lleape Cnlnny wnh 1893 glJ(xZ)

!'El'ﬂ ( I9M}H\SSH)BY(E¥S(RDEADW(HJHHR@ ol Idlathﬂ'lif.HZd

I

| Rate: 1d.
| Imperial
|rate (1398-
‘ | ey s —— 1916)

1901 (19 March) DEAD * WOOD *
4 CAMPmarkmg toLondﬂn with 1890 1d.

e —— »auu-t-'nr_-.:

CENSOR” marking
N Y
Rate: 5d. (2x21d. double 3 o ;
foreign rate 1896-1907), | — /7 ] B
taxed *“25” centimes (= 23d.),|
50c to pay =25 Dutch cents. [, ek e 28 NS
yr '.
. i
! |
| |
sek #* 4 4
= 2™ v i
= oAb | ""-’-',._f:_,‘\’ ﬂ
l 20D % i.
! -




ST HELENA - POSTALHISTORY
THE BOER WAR - CAMPS ON CEYLON

Boer Prisoners of War were also sent to camps on Ceylon, in total almost 5000 prisoners, and with
all these prisoners in different places, it is not surprising that there was inter-camp communication.

1902 (14 March) From BROAD BOTTOM CAMP to Diyatalawa Camp, Ceylon, with 1897 1d.(x2)

e —

1901 (7 January) From DIYTALAWA Camp to a POW in Cape Town, re-directed to St Helena
with ST HELENA arrival cds and CENSOR PRISONER OF WAR marking

Rate: 6¢. Imperial rate




STHECENA - POSTALHISTORY

® X th]

“OFFICIAL PAID" marking type 2 is recorded as having been used between 1904 and 1909, type 3 between 1914
and 1917,and type 4 between 1919 and 1924. Types 3 and 4 are very similar but there are differences in the lettering.

1909 (5 February) “OFFICIAL PAID” (type 2) and “POST OFFICE ST HELENA” (type PO.3), to California

) “OFFICIAL PAID” (type 3), to California

1924 (11 Sep i pe 4) and “POST OFFICE ST HELENA” (type PO.5), registered to France




ST HELENA - POSTALIHISTORY

[ ¥

The “OFFICIAL PAID” marking type 5 was introduced in 1925 and has remained in use until the present day.

1936 (17 November) “OFFICIAL PAID” (type 5), to the United States

1935 (9 September) “OFFICIAL PAID” (type 5), registered to the United States




ST HELENA - POSTALHISTORY

‘ # »

“THE CASTLE” marking type CH 4 is recorded used on archive material between 1903 and 1907, and on one cover
from 1904; type CH.5 is recorded used on archive material between 1908 and 1919, and on one cover from 1909.

1904 (3 August) “THE CASTLE * ST HELENA 3 AUG.1904" (type CH 4) and “OFFICIAL PAID" (type 2),to London
m

Ox His MAJESTY'S SERVICE, l

OFFIONAL | Covteus. &2 . ;
o)) rial Llif Mankel #E)

ST L e 5:2- /ﬂ_ e \/—’ vy

1909 (2 January) “THE CASTLE * ST HELENA 2 JAN.1909" (type CH.5) and “OFFICIAL PAID” (type 2), to London

Ox His MAJESTY'S SERVICE.




ST HELENA - POSTAL HISTORY

& »

“THE CASTLE" marking type CH.6 is recorded on archive material only; type CH.7 is recorded to have
been used between 1914 and 1923; type CH.8 is recorded to have been used between 1923 and 1937.

1919 (23 January) “THE CASTLE * ST HELENA 23 JAN.1919” (type CH.7) and “OFFICIAL PAID” (type 4), to England

1937 (23 October) “THE CASTLE * ST HELENA 18.0CT.1937” (type CH 8) and “OFFICIAL PAID” (type 5), to England




ST HELENA - POSTAL HISTORY

‘ Y "

“THECASTLE marking type CH 9is recorded to have been used between 1927 and 1938, andtype CH.10 between 1938and 1939,
1927 (8 June) “THE CASTLE * STHELENA 8 JUN.1927" (type CH.9 in purple) and “OFFICIAL PAID" (type 5),to England

1938 (12 March) “THE CASTLE * STHELENA 12 MAR.1938" (type CH. 10) and “OFFICIAL PAID" (type 5), to Englan

Dr. Phillip Gosse,
Veppons,
Styning,

Sussex,
England.




STHELENA - POSTALHISTORY
PAQUEBOT MAIL

Paquebot mail - mail posted on the High Seas - was normally postmarked in the first port of call, where
the mail was handed over to the local Post Office. In many cases special Paquebot postmarks were used.

1902 (1 August) St Helena 1d. postcard to England, postmarked Capetown AU.7 (02 and PAQUEBOT
[

| \ ‘ J -

TR

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE

ST. HELENA ﬁl:}\ ,
NP Y e ' marking applied in
POST fgy CA {;:& g
THE ADDRESS OMLY TO BE WRITTEM CIH #

I Muddlecln >
s 9
B Comdr Lot Pn

w1937 (19 August) Postcard to USA with St Helena 14d. , postmarked Capetown PAQUEBOT

INDI TA sLA ATALAYA
B Udred - -
B Qs QIG. B Canh,

e

Rate: 1d. Imperial rate
(1898-1916)

e

Rate: 13d. foreign post-
card rate (1922-1939)

ﬂ .';.ll .
.!-n.i-l-ﬂnﬂ'

| Rate: 3d. foreign
|| rate (1922-1939)
but franking not
by StHelena
Post Office and
taxed “60c"”
(=6d.), double
foreign rate.




STHELENA - POSTALHISTORY
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The “POST OFFICE * ST HELENA™ marking type PO.3 was introduced in 1902 and is known to have
been used until 1909, Type PO .4 was introduced in 1911 and is recorded to have been used until 1922.

1906 (25 April) “POST OFFICE * ST HELENA” marking (type PO.3), to Germany

1922 (25 January) “POST OFFICE * ST HELENA” marking (type PO.4), to Australia




ST HELENA - POSTAL HISTORY

. & »

The“POST OFFICE * STHELENA" marking type PO.5 was introduced in 1924 and has remained in use until the present day.
1925 (10 December) “POST OFFICE * ST HELENA" marking (type PO.5), to London




— STHECENA - POSTAL HISTORY

(1] »

The first “RETURNED LETTER” marking was introduced around 1900 and remained in use until the end
of the Boer War in 1902. The second marking was delivered in 1912 but only one use is recorded, in 1933.

IEID([ZOCIDI:H) ‘RETURNEDI_FTTFR n'latkmg mgl.wemerarmaal w1ﬂ1 1890-93 ld{ﬂ}-}-&d

Rate: 43d. (23d. foreign rate
| B 1896-1922 + 2d. registra-
tion fee 1896-1926)

LIGUE CONTRE




ST HECENA - POSTALHISTORY
THE UNCLAIMED MARKINGS

A number of other unclaimed markings were in use from the 1890’s onwards. Most of them are very rare.
1896 (7 June) “UNCLAIMED * POST OFFICE ST HELENA", from USA

I
LA~

\ 1910 (22 March) “NOT CALLED FOR * POST OFFICE ST HELENA”, from Germany

.L"l’l Ak
=" Pofttarte
s o

b pee Eo
SRS ) B

jT"”‘\“’“-"“i :




The first boxed “T
1900 (6 August)“T_____

ST HELENA - POSTALHISTORY

(1 L]

¢ marking was delivered by the GPOin 1895, but itis only recorded in use between 1900 and 1902.
¢ with manu%cnp{ ‘25" 10 Holland, with 1896-97 id. +]d (x2) and Dutch 25¢ Postage Due etamp

0
vl o

2w o f %M/M%/ 2y

i
i
|
!
4
|

1901 (8 June) “

s w1lh manuscript * ]U’ ,to Jersey, w:th 1893 3d (x2}

jf

50c¢ to pay = 25 Dultch cents.

Rate 5d. (2x23d. double foreign rate |
1896-1907), taxed 25" centimes (= 23d.), |

_ 1 N e ¢~ | !f
1901 (18 January) “T_____ ¢” with manuscript “15”, to France, I :
wlth 189{} ld and F rench 15¢(x2) Pc-stag\. Due stamps i
[ — ot f_,g-'w I
| !
e i ]

e e e

Rate: 2d (2xld douhie

| Tmperial rate 1898-1915),

taxed “10” centimes (= 1d.),
20c¢ to pay = 2d,

Rate: 23d. foreign rate
(1896-1922), taxed “15"
centimes (= 13d.), 30¢ to pay




STHELENA - POSTALHISTORY
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The second boxed “T.....c” marking was delivered by the GPO in 1902,and has been recorded in use between 1902 and 1910.

1903 (2 Fcbruary)“’l’ ..¢” with manuscript “5”, to Ireiand w:lh 1902 id.
- P e -

bm P_ Lo ‘\-' W
- UNION POSTALE U\T'& FR‘DLLLE
-I“" ST HELENA

3 POST " CARD.

(Bartos

Rate: 1d. Imperial
postcard rate (1896-1939),
taxed “5” centimes (= 3d.),

10c to pay = 1d.

| Rate: 23d. foreign

| rate (1896-1922),
taxed_“l.S"

| centimes (= 13d.),

{30ctopay=6US cents.

DUPLIGAIE Auw

UNIOEIEPGSTALE UN
ST HELEN

PR a0 0 S

h . an-m—-rb-n-dlmnm-pﬂndﬂot
.E_ -

:| g v'}-’ (f"uu" e & r4
i

: “7/ }/(/x;

Rate: 1d. Imperial postcard |
rate (1896-1939), taxed 5" |
centimes (=1d.), 10ctopay=1d. |

9/

o d y
18D sty Cetig

7 —— /

=== e T oTwperSager e e om0




ST HELENA - POSTAL HISTORY
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The third boxed “T.....c” marking has been recorded in use between April 1911 and October 1922.

1911 (16 Apnl) high (AR w1th manuscnpt “5".to lhe Lapc Colnny,wuth 1902 %d

Rate: 1d. Imperial postcard
rate (1896-1939), taxed “5”
centimes (=3d.), 10ctopay = 1d.

Rate: 1d. Imperial postcard |
rate (1896-1939), taxed “5™ [

|
!
I -’q‘ILr_.rl i .r'; "; L.E__,f_j-—l?? \ff’?r‘_

| Rate: 3d. foreign rate
| (1922-39), taxed “5™
| centimes (= 3d.), 10¢c
to pay = 2 US cents.
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¢” marking was introduced in 1926 and has remained in use until the present day.
T USA, with 1923 2d.

The fourth boxed *“T
1929 (30 October) *

¢” with manuscript “20”, to

| Rate: 3d. foreign
| rate (1922-39),
underpaid by 1d.,
| taxed “20”

| centimes (=2d.)

c“wﬁh“ﬂ,&:ﬁSﬂﬂiAﬁiﬂZﬂ.{ﬂ)Rﬂﬁ@m :

e =S

o ﬁ
|I - o !
§ f

Rate: 2d. Imperial rate |
(1916-39), underpaid
by 2d., taxed 40"
centimes (=4d.)

1934 (30 July) “T ¢” with manuscript “10”, printed matter
to Switzerland, with 1934 3d. and Swiss 10c Postage Due stamp

Rate: 1d. foreign printed matter rate
(1922-39), underpaid by 3d.,
taxed “10” centimes (= 1d.)

i~ idma

P




ST HELENA - POSTALHISTORY
POSTAL FORMS - MONEY ORDER AND AVIS DE RECEPTION

Postal Services including issueing Money Orders and Return Receipts (Avis de Reception). Special forms were used.
1912 (12 February) St Helena Money Order for £4-10s to Potchefstroom, South Afica

-

o ‘IIW -

1927 (23 June) US Avis de Receptior




STHELENA - POSTALHISTORY
TELEGRAM FORMS AND ENVELOPES

The first Telegraph cable laid between Cape Town and St Helena was completed on 24 November 1899, and the cable
between St Helena and Ascension island on 15 December 1899, The Eastern Telegraph Company serviced St Helena.

19 14 (23 Aprll} Eas:em Telegraph Cﬂmpany memo wnh lhclr Sl i-iclcna cachet to the Postmastcr
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1937 (26 August) Eastern Telegraph Compz yTeLegramtomePosmaswr WI&ISI'MATI'[EBRIARSZG.AUGSTMS

(Message Forme 56/184- J

THE EASTERN TELEGRAPH COMPANY LILIITED | ‘|
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