Puerto Rico Postal History 1855-1900

INTRODUCTION

Puerto Rico is an island located in the northeastern Caribbean Sea, east of the Dominican Republic and west of the
Virgin Islands. Columbus arrived in Puerto Rico during his second voyage in 1493 and named the island San Juan
Bautista. Eventually, visitors came to refer to the entire island as “Puerto Rico”, and “San Juan” became the name
of the main port. In July 1898, during the Spanish-American War, Puerto Rico was invaded by the United States.

BACKGROUND AND HISTORY
The first stamps used in Puerto Rico were the Spanish Antillas issues, for use in Cuba, Puerto Rico and the Philippines between 1855 and
1873. Until 1867 the currency used was the Real Plata and Peso. In 1868 the Centimos de Escudo and Escudo was introduced,and in 1871
there was another currency change, this time to the Centimos de Peseta and Peseta. The final currency change during the Spanish period
took place in 1881 when the Centavos de Peso and Peso was introduced. Between 1858 and 1866 Spanish Official Stamps were used on
official mail in Puerto Rico. These stamps have denominations in weight rather than in currency.

In 1873 the first proper Puerto Rico stamps were issued and there was a number of different Spanish Puerto Rico stamp issues until Puerto
Rico was taken over by USA in 1898. In connection with the Spanish-American War in 1898, stamp shortages arose in various towns, and
a number of interesting provisionals and emergency issues were produced.

After the American takeover, US stamps were introduced and the Puerto Rico postal system became a part of the US Post Office
Department, initially as Military Stations. At that time US Cents and Dollars were introduced as the currency.

In 1844 the first British Consul was established in San Juan, Puerto Rico, and he acted as a British Postal Agent as well. He used special
postmarks on the mail, and in 1865 British stamps were put on sale at the Consulate. In 1872 British Postal Agencies were opened at the
Consulates in Arroyo, Aguadilla, Mayaguez and Ponce, and in 1875 one was opened in Naguabo. All these Agencies used distinctive
postmarks. They were all closed when Puerto Rico joined the UPU on 1 May 1877.

In 1865, when French packets started to call at Puerto Rico, a Postal Agency was established at the French Consulate in San Juan, and
French stamps and special postmarks were used. There was also a French Agency at Mayaguez. Both these Agencies closed on 1 May
1877, but French Paquebot markings can be found on mail from Puerto Rico after 1877 since much mail was sent on French packets by
the Puerto Rico Post Office, and the postal clerks on board these packets used a set of “Ligne” (Line) postmarks.
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PERSONAL STUDY AND RESEARCH
The exhibitor has given displays at the Puerto Rico Philatelic Society
(Puerto Rico) and elsewhere, and has also contributed with articlesin the
Bulletin issued by the society. He has carried out much personal research
and has studied all available articles and publications in great detail.
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THE EXHIBIT - RARITY & HIGHLIGHTS

The rarity statements in the exhibit are based on personal and other
specialists’ records, accumulated over a long time period,
containing details of virtually every major collection ever
assembled from this area.

Highlights in the exhibit include:
1. 1865 registered cover with 107 copies of 2 Reales (frame 1, page 6-7)
2.1862 cover with Spain Official stamps 1 Libra+ 4 onzas (fr 2,p 10)
3. 1873 cover with two 1873 123 centimos stamps (frame 3, page 7)
4. 1872 cover mixed franking of 1871 25¢(x2) + GB used in PR 10d.(x2)
5. 1876 British PO in Naguabo cover with GB 1/- postmarked “582”
6. 1866 French PO cover with France 10c(x16) taxed with Spain 20c(x4)
7.1876 cover with mixed franking between the two 1876 issues (fr 5, p 8)
8. 1898 Ponce Provisional handstamp on cover (frame 7, page 11)
9. 1898 Coamo Provisional stamp in pair on cover (frame 7, page 14)
10. 1898 Yauco Provisional handstamp on cover (frame 7, page 15)




TheﬁlststampsusedeuextoRlcoweleme Spanish Antillasissues, foruse in Cuba, Puerto Rico andthePhlhppmes between
and 1873.Until 1867 the currency used was the Real Plataand Peso. The firstknown use of stampsin Puerto Ricois from June 1855,

1. Antillas period 1855-1873

1A.THE REAL PLATA PERIOD (1855-1867)

Postal rates 1855-1867 (per half ounce)
BAlARA : o 2 s 5en s 8 a5 0 35 2w 5 0 ERPF
To Spain and Cuba (1855-1859) ... RPF
To Spain and Cuba (1859-1867) ... .I1RPF
To other destinations ............ various
| Registrationfee ................. 1RPF

The early postal rates were rather complicated except for inland rates
which were a basic 3RPF per half ounce. Mail to Spain and Cuba by
Spanish vessels was also simple, 3RPF per half ounce from 1855-59 and
IRPF per half ounce from 1859-67. Other destinations depended on the
carrier and routing, with British carriers being the ones most frequently
used for mail to Europe, and US carriers for mail to North America.

INLAND MAIL

1858 (25 December) from San Juan to Rio Grande charged 13, with IRPF 1855 +RPF 1857

130z rate: 13RPF.
Rare mixed franking
1RPF 1855+
iRPF 1857.

Rate: 12 ounce, ZRPF (x3)

1867 (7 September) from San Juan to Gurabo with 2RPF 1864

2oz rate: 2RPF
with 1864 2RPF.
A rare stamp on cover.

Rate: 2 ounces, %RPF (x4)




1A.The Real Plata period Inland mail

INLAND MAIL - 230z & 30z
1867 (14 November) from San J uan to Celba w1th 2RPF On rose paper 1864 (x5) 2 70Z rate' 2iRPF.
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3oz rate: 3RPF
with 1855 2RPF
(rare on cover)
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1A. The Real Plata period

Inland mail

INLAND MAIL - 100z & 160z

1867 (30 Aprll) from San J uan to Fa_]ardo with 1RPF 1857 (xlO) + 2RPF 1864. 1020z rate Rare mixed frankmg'
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1861 (20 March) San Juan to RIO Grande charged 16 RPF w1th 2RPF 1857 (x32) Rate: 103 ounces,
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160z rate:
16RPF.

Rate: 16 oz,
IRPF (x32)
























































































































































































































































































































































































